






















PARTNERSHIP NEWS COMMUNITY SERVICES

“We can help you!” That’s what
Sandwell Council of Voluntary
Organisations (SCVO) is saying to 
all voluntary and community sector
organisations in the Greets Green area.

SCVO offers a range of services to
support the development of organisations
so that they have the skills and capacity 
to succeed. It can also help them get
involved in local decision-making.
Enquiries are welcomed from all groups
including voluntary organisations,

community and neighbourhood groups,
registered charities and charitable
companies and enterprises. 

Having supported organisations in Greets
Green for many years, SCVO is currently
working closely with Greets Green
Partnership to raise awareness of its
services and promote the support which
will continue to be available once the
Partnership finishes in March 2010.    
A range of help is on offer including 
one-to-one support, workshops and

training events. This may cover managing
money, forming a new group, creating
policies and procedures, or applying for
funding. People can also be signposted 
or referred to specialist services.  

To find out more, call Carole Harte 
or Kally Matharu on 0121 565 8939 
or email enquiries@scvo.info. For
support with partnership working,
email martind@scvo.info

Organisations offered a helping hand 

An event to launch the Dartmouth
Centre was held at the end of October
at George Salter Collegiate Academy,
with lots of activities for the
community to enjoy, and a chance for
the Dartmouth Group to get feedback
on their plans.

The Dartmouth Centre  at 315 High Street
will hopefully be open by the end of the
year. It aims to provide a community
facility for the local Pakistani population,
and is being helped with funding from
Greets Green Partnership.

The launch included musical performances,
an Islamic art exhibition and stalls offering
advice on health and wellbeing. Dartmouth
Centre Sessional Worker, Salma Begum,
said: “The launch day was to kick-start
activities.”

To find out more, email Salma on
nmbsalma@hotmail.co.uk or call the
Partnership on 0800 953 0215.

SCVO is working hard to ensure
that all voluntary and community
sector organisations in Sandwell
have the opportunity to meet
regularly with each other and 
with representatives from the
public sector.

There are lots of opportunities to
express and share views through
forums, consultation and surveys,
and to help shape policies and
services in the borough. 

For information on the latest
opportunities, call Leona Bird 
on 0121 565 8939 or email
leona@scvo.info

DARTMOUTH
CENTRE UPDATE

Have your say

FORUM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Police Tasking
Neighbourhood Forum
Meets at West Bromwich Town Hall 
at 6.00pm on Tuesday 25th January.

It has a panel consisting of a 
councillor, a Police Sergeant and 
either Neighbourhood Manager for
Sandwell Council Communities Unit,
Jez Hall, or a colleague. Residents can
raise any issues of concern in their
neighbourhoods, including crime.

All the issues are then looked at or
forwarded to the appropriate agency,
and the results are reported back at
the next Forum.

GGCE Community Forum
Meets on Wednesday 24th February 
at 6.00pm at a venue to be arranged.

Residents can raise any problems about
their street, their neighbourhood or their
community to GGCE. Call Jackie Owen
on 0121 525 2772 for more details.

Sandwell Tenants’ and
Residents’ Association
Committee meetings are underway 
but its first public meeting is yet to 
be organised. For more information,
call Bal Gill, Community Information
Officer for Sandwell Homes, on 
0121 569 5177.

There are three forums in Greets Green which give residents an opportunity
to get their voices heard on important issues in the community.

They all meet quarterly, so there’s a meeting of one of them each month.
Why not go along?
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SCVO’s Kally Matharu and Stephen Awre with successful applicants to the
Targeted Support Fund, which includes the Greets Green-based 6 Towns Credit
Union, Confederation of Bangladeshi Organisations and SWAN Carelink.



That’s the message from Greets

Green Community Enterprises

(GGCE), the successor organisation 

to Greets Green Partnership.

GGCE was set up four years ago to

ensure some of the work of the

Partnership continues after 2010.

With both a commercial and a

community focus, GGCE is bringing

new opportunities to local people.

Chief Executive, Andrew Rainsford,

says the organisation has grown 

very quickly.

GGCE currently has a Board of 11

people, and now employs 10 staff 

in roles including business

development and support,

community development and

engagement and running the 

after school club Woody’s, based 

at Wood Lane Community Centre.

GGCE also offers training and

workplaces for volunteers who

provide office support as well 

as helping in GGCE’s IT business.

Andrew explained: “We will recruit

more staff to work in our new

gardening business in the near

future and priority will go to local

residents aged 18-24.”

GGCE’s aim is to build up a portfolio

of social enterprises which employ

local people. All profits generated

will be ploughed back into the

community.

The organisation was originally based

at Wood Lane Community Centre,

which it now owns and manages. Its

first major purchase was the £500,000

Belper Enterprise Park in Greets Green

Road. The industrial estate has nine

business units and an office suite,

rented by a range of local firms.

Industrial units in Charles Street were

purchased next, followed by the

most recent acquisition – Waterside

House – where GGCE is now based.
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GGCE IS LOOKING TO 2010

continued on page 2

“We’re ready for the challenge ahead!”

Staff and volunteers 
at GGCE.
Pictured are: 1. Phillip Briscoe, 
2. Mikey Critchley, 3. Vincent Tustin, 
4. Dan Sherwood, 5. Harvey Broome, 
6. Andrew Rainsford, 7. Andy Grigg, 
8. Naomi Nicholls, 9. Sharon Crowley,
10. Allen Sallis, 11. Ann Knowles, 
12. Ameena Hussein and 
13. Jackie Owen.
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FAMILIES GET FIT
The sessions kicked off at the end

of October and, since then, people

of all ages have been getting stuck

in to the fitness and weight

management activities.

Taking place every Tuesday evening

from 6.00 – 8.00pm, the sessions are

open to all families with children

aged from three upwards. The only

criteria is that a member of the

family must consider themselves 

to be overweight.

Every week there are 12 fitness

stations where people can do

exercise with a qualified fitness

instructor. This can be tailored to

each individual’s level of fitness.

Family members can also be

weighed and get advice on weight

management.

Once a month, a guest speaker 

talks about healthy eating and

healthy lifestyle. Children aged 

3 – 11 can do their own exercise

with qualified play leaders, with

equipment  including a Wii fit and

dance mats. All children must be

accompanied by an adult.

The Family Fitness sessions 

costs £1.50 per adult and £1 

per child. Book your place in

advance by calling Jackie Owen 

on 0121 525 2772.

The hugely popular tea dances are

continuing every month at West

Bromwich Town Hall – so come

and get those toes tapping!

The dances start at 1.00pm

and cost £2 which includes

light refreshments. There’s

no need to book – simply

turn up and enjoy the

afternoon on…

Thursday 17th December 2009

Thursday 28th January 2010

All ages are welcome!

As well as owning property, GGCE

already runs a variety of social

enterprises. There’s a marquee and

party equipment business, and 

a play bus for hire, while GGCE’s

computer recycling business 

re-builds old computers to sell 

at very reasonable prices to the

local community.

The community focus of GGCE

is also expanding. An events

group has been set up to

organise local events and local

teenagers are receiving support

to form their own youth group. 

Plus, residents are getting their

voices heard at regular community

forums organised by GGCE.

Andrew Rainsford adds: “It’s a

question of managing expectations.

We’re not going to be able to do as

much as the Partnership did, but

we’re working in different ways to

create opportunities.  

“People can already buy a computer

from us, hire our party bus or party

equipment and rent business

premises. It all puts money back

into the community.

“We’re using our resources in 

the best way possible and will 

be applying to bring additional

funding into the area to provide

opportunities for work, rest or play.”

To find out more about GGCE, call

0121 525 2772.

continued from previous page

A special Turkey & Tinsel Tea Dance
holiday to Folkestone is taking place

from 1st – 5th November 2010 and
places are already getting booked up.

The holiday is open to anyone and
includes a superb day trip to France, plus

lots of dancing! The cost is £225.00 per
person for half board accommodation.

To book your place call 
Jackie Owen on 
0121 525 2772.

Tea Dance
Holiday

Families are getting fitter and healthier at the new Family Fitness

sessions at Wood Lane Community Centre.

DANCE THE AFTERNOON AWAY!
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But the weekend wasn’t all hard

work – they had plenty of time for

fun outdoor activities such as raft

building, messing about on the

river and enjoying the Derbyshire

countryside.

Baljeet Singh from the Guru Nanak

Community Centre went along with

12 young people. He explains: “The

main agenda was to find out from

the young people what they want

to see in the youth club, rather

than us putting activities on.

“It was good to take them to a

totally different setting where 

they were all relaxed.” Having held 

a brainstorming session to find 

out what the young people want 

to see in the youth club, they

looked at how to achieve it, who

could do what and how to deal 

with fundraising.

The group are now back and

working on arranging regular

meetings.

For more information on how 

to get involved call Baljeet on

0121 525 6923 or Jackie Owen 

on 0121 525 2772.

RESIDENTIAL MIXED
WORK & PLAY

Property
Portfolio
Grows

Wood Lane Community Centre

The ground floor of the centre 

is a popular meeting space for

community groups, while the 

first floor is used as office

accommodation. Refurbishment

work is currently underway. To find

out about activities at the centre,

call Allen Sallis on 0121 525 2662.

Belper Enterprise Park

The Enterprise Park comprises 

nine office and starter units of

varying sizes which are rented by

locally-run businesses. There are

currently some units available. For

full details, call Charles Caddick of

Sellers on 01384 456 789.

Great Bridge Business Park 

GGCE owns the freehold on units 

1-5 at the Business Park on Charles

Street. There is currently one unit

available to rent. For full details, 

call Charles Caddick of Sellers on

01384 456 789.

Waterside House

GGCE’s most recent acquisition 

is the former Robinson Brothers

offices in Charles Street. Plans 

are underway to transform the

building into Waterside House 

to reflect its canal-side location 

and host up to 42 businesses 

and workspaces. The large scale

refurbishment programme should

be finishes by the end of February

2010. Local contractors will be

employed to carry out the work.

For more information, call Sharon

Crowley on 0121 525 2772.

GGCE is rapidly
expanding its portfolio 
of premises, where local
firms can rent offices. 

Greets Green Community Enterprises

Waterside House, 21 Charles Street,

Great Bridge, West Midlands B70 0AH

Tel: 0121 525 2772

Email: sharon.crowley@ggce.co.uk

Wood Lane Community Centre, 

157 Wood Lane, 

West Bromwich B70 9PT 

Tel: 0121 525 2662

Email: woodlane@btconnect.com

Young people who are keen on setting up a youth club in Greets Green

spent a long weekend away on a residential to work out their ideas.
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10 YEAR 
CELEBRATIon 

EvEnT

Greets Green Partnership 
presents its

THURSDAY 28th JANUARY 2010
at The Public

Drop in anytime between 6.00pm and 9.00pm

Residents, former staff members and representatives 
from our partners are all welcome at our celebration event. 
Catch up with some friendly faces and re-live some of the

memories from the last ten years.

A buffet will be available throughout the evening and 
a special Greets Green Partnership cake will be cut 

to mark the end of an era. 

Make sure you join in the fun.




