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DON’T FORGET...
Greets Green Partnership’s
Christmas Festival on
Saturday 6th December,
West Bromwich Town
Square (outside
The Public)
from 12 noon.

uk

Young and old are
gaining computer
confidence
see page 8

Black History month
has been celebrated
across the area
see page 12

New £80 million
Sandwell College
to be built
see page 15

Issue 39
Front cover: Skirts were twirling and
old memories relived at a special 1950s
themed tea dance at West Bromwich
Town Hall in October. This was just one
of lots of events and activities taking
place this month across Greets Green.

Dear Resident

Magazine Contact Details:

The Autumn has seen loads of events happening locally. The latest community cohesion
seminar was a huge success. The Black History Month event at the Town Hall saw
residents salsa dancing and kickboxing. And more than 150 residents came along and
relaxed at the Healthy Minds’ Health and Wellbeing event, and are now starting to lead
healthier lifestyles – find out more on page 11.

Greets Green Partnership, Ground Floor,
Court House, 335-337 High Street,
West Bromwich B70 8LU
Freephone 0800 953 0215
Tel (Main Reception): 0121 533 3188

Well, the festive season is in full swing and I hope that many of you will be joining us at our
Christmas Festival in West Bromwich Town Square (outside The Public) on Saturday 6th
December. Don’t be tempted to stay at home while it’s cold outside – come and meet new
friends and have lots of fun by taking part in what’s happening in your community.

Brian McKinstrie,
Communications & PR Manager,
T: 0121 532 6835
E: brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

The big news this issue is the purchase of Belper Enterprise
Park by Greets Green Community Enterprises (GGCE). Read the
full story on page 4.

Issue 40, covering February/March 2009,
will be published in February 2009.

The Greets Green magazine is distributed
to every household in the New Deal for
Communities area, and to other NDCs
nationally. If you live in the Greets Green NDC
area and do not receive a copy then please
call us on freephone 0800 953 0215.

Season’s greetings and best wishes for a happy and
healthy 2009 from everyone at Greets Green Partnership.

BRIAN MCKINSTRIE
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REAL HEROES
This issue’s two heroes are
very different in the work
they do in the community,
but exactly the same in
wanting to make a difference
to local people.

Gone fishin’ for a
community award
Salik Ullah, aged 30, is our second
Community Hero this issue. Sal
works as a caretaker at George
Salter Collegiate Academy and,
in his spare time, runs George’s
Carp Crew, a fishing club for pupils,
including some with behavioural
or attendance issues.
He took up fishing when he was
looking for a new non-contact sport,
after suffering from a brain tumour in
2000. A friend took him fishing and
he was, as they say, hooked!

LOCAL HERO
SAVES LOCAL HERITAGE
Years of hard work to help save
and restore a local landmark have
earned Sandra Carter a Community
Hero award.

period costume and also serves on the
Oak House Project Board which makes
decisions on the restoration and has
also applied for Lottery funding.

Despite suffering from diabetes and
having battled cancer twice over the
last 20 years, Sandra works tirelessly
to raise funds and awareness for the
16th Century Oak House and Barns
in Oak Road.

Sandra was delighted to be nominated
for the award, especially because it would
help raise awareness of Oak House.

She was nominated for the award by her
granddaughters, 14 year old twins Chloe
and Katie Harris, who said: “We are
proud of our nan and her involvement
with Oak House. She spends all her free
time organising events and raising money
and always has a smile on her face.

Sandra has been interested in Oak
House since doing a project on it while
at school. By coincidence, she later
moved to a house which backed on to
the barns, and has now lived there for
36 years. “The house has survived
two world wars and I have survived two
personal wars,” she explains. “I won’t
stop until the house and barns are
completely restored and I will do
anything I can to make that happen.”

“We don’t know how she does it.”
Sandra is Chairperson of the Friends of
Oak House action group which she
started six years ago to try and protect
and restore the buildings. She raises
money with singing events, dresses in

The Oak House and Barns are listed
buildings which house the town
museum. For more information, call
0121 553 0759.

Sal started the club because he wanted
to give something back. As a keen
fisherman himself, he felt that fishing
would not only be a useful skill for
kids to learn, it would also give them
something to focus on.
“I’m over the moon to get this award,”
said Sal. “It’s really unexpected. The
kids get a real buzz from catching a fish
– it gives them something to talk about
for at least a week. When they’re fishing
they concentrate so hard and I think it
helps some of them to realise that they
can behave themselves!”
Sal was nominated for the award by
Rus Smith, Community Education &
Sports Development Manager at
George Salter, who said. “Sal gives up
his free time to do this and the children
really gain from Sal’s fishing trips.”
Sal has taken children to over 18
venues so far. He’s just completed a
level 1 coaching qualification and plans
to take his level 2 next year.
The Crew has given up fishing for the
cold winter months but Sal plans to
start up again at the end of March.

If you know someone who deserves to receive a Community Hero award, call
Brian McKinstrie at Greets Green Partnership on freephone 0800 953 0215.
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NEWS FROM Greets Green Community Enterprises

(L to R) GGCE Chair, Gurbachan Singh Dhinsa, GGCE Chief Executive, Andrew Rainsford
and Greets Green Partnership’s Deputy Director, John Paddock.

GGCE GAINS MOMENTUM
Greets Green Community Enterprises (GGCE), the organisation set up to
ensure the work started through Greets Green Partnership continues, is
undergoing major expansion.
GGCE has announced its first major
expansion with the £1⁄2 million purchase
of the Belper Enterprise Park in Greets
Green Road. This sees GGCE starting
to become a significant part of the West
Bromwich business community.
The Belper Enterprise Park is a small
industrial estate with eight business
units and an office suite. It will provide
a base for some of the businesses which
GGCE will be creating, along with the
established companies which are already
based at the Enterprise Park.
Plans are already well underway for the
first of GGCE’s new businesses - a
computer hardware recycling business.
Andrew Rainsford, Chief Executive of
GGCE, explained: “We’ll be refurbishing
the Enterprise Park to make it a more
attractive location for businesses.
“The greater the number of businesses
operating from Belper, the greater the
opportunities for local employment.
“We’ll be establishing a range of
business ventures to generate funds to
4
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support the continuation of community
activities in Greets Green. Managing the
Belper Enterprise Park is just the first
of these.” Firms based at Belper will
rent their premises from GGCE and
the organisation will plough any profits
it makes back into other social
enterprises which benefit local people
and the community.
GGCE will also be investing in
employment training to help provide local
people with the skills they need to get a
job. The aim is that more companies will

be encouraged to relocate to Greets
Green once they know that there is a
skilled workforce available locally.
The purchase of Belper Enterprise
Park will mean that GGCE will have a
business park and a community centre,
as the organisation already runs Wood
Lane Community Centre. And this is just
the beginning!
To find out more about GGCE, call
Andrew Rainsford, Chief Executive
on 0121 525 2772.

Bringing Together Commerce
& the Community

GGCE has a commercial and a community focus, with both aspects working
together to provide the best possible work, training and leisure opportunities
for local people.
Wood Lane Community Centre is the base for GGCE where it aims to help develop
business opportunities while at the same time providing a local meeting place.
The organisation wants to encourage anyone who has an idea for a community
enterprise – a business with a social purpose. The theory is that small business
ventures may not make a lot of money or have a big impact on their own, but together
they can help to create a vibrant community and lots of opportunities for the future.

Wood Lane provides vital hub
There are currently a number of
organisations based at Wood Lane
Community Centre.

based at the centre. Its work includes
befriending and support for vulnerable
people in the local community.

able to apply for some course
funding. These are courses which are
available right on people’s doorsteps.”

New Community Engagement Worker
Rachel McFee (pictured below) explained:
“The Community Centre has a lot of
different activities, and a lot of different
services use it. For the future, we’d love
to hear from local people with ideas about
what else they’d like to see at the centre.
We’ve got a great venue here and it’s here
for the community to use.”

Crown’s Hairdressers has successfully
relocated to Wood Lane and other
organisations due to move in include
West Bromwich Food Bank and Adult
Services Day Care Centre.

A wide range of local groups use the
centre as a meeting place, including
an arts and crafts group, which meets
monthly. There is also an after school
club Mondays to Fridays, and other
activities have even included a recent
holiday to Woolacombe for local people
– which proved hugely popular!

In the offices upstairs at Wood Lane,
Sandwell Primary Care Trust has a base
for its district nurses. SWAN – Sandwell
Women’s Agency Network – is now

Wood Lane Timetable
G

G

G

Monday-Friday: After School
Club 3.00-6.00pm
Monday: Over 50s Group 4.005.00pm; Kick Boxing for Children
7.00-8.00pm
Tuesday: Extend Classes for Older
People 10.00-12.00noon; All Stars
Dance Class for Children 7.008.00pm; Salsa Classes for
Beginners and Improvers 8.009.30pm

G

Friday: Bingo 6.00-8.00pm

G

Sunday: Church Service 2.00pm

Pauline Marshall, who’s known for
her gentle exercise Extend classes for
older people at Wood Lane, has also
set up a training service at the centre.
Working in partnership with Sonia Ashfall,
the pair will be offering accredited
courses in counselling, anti-bullying,
drug awareness, mentoring and
employability skills.

In addition to the wide range of services
and activities which can be accessed at
Wood Lane, its facilities are also available
for hire and include a fully equipped
kitchen and a large hall for classes,
events, celebrations and parties.

Pauline said: “These are all courses the
community can access and, if they live
in Greets Green, they may also be

“We’ve got a great
venue here for
the community
to use.”

GGCE Staff
G

Chief Executive:
Andrew Rainsford

G

Community Engagement Worker:
Rachel McFee

G

Business Support:
Sharon Crowley

G

Administrator and Finance Officer:
Allen Salliss

G

Support Worker:
Ann Knowles

If you would like to find out more
about what’s available through
GGCE, or at Wood Lane Community
Centre, simply call in or ring
0121 525 2772.
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS CRIME AND COMMUNITY SAFETY

PARTNERSHIP NEWS HEALTH

The neighbourhood policing team in Greets Green has a new leader, with
Sergeant Richard Webb expanding his management of the town centre team to
include Greets Green as well.

NEW
WALK-IN
CENTRE
PLANNED

Recently the team has been focusing on helping elderly people feel safer. Work has been
done to curb anti-social behaviour in Mason Street and elderly people in Greets Green
were visited and given leaflets to stick in their windows if they didn’t want Trick or Treaters
to call around Halloween.

Many Greets Green residents have
been helping to shape a brand new
walk-in health centre which is
planned for West Bromwich.

PC Lou Carter says: “In the run up to Christmas we’re also giving out purse bells. They’re
like the bells you can put on a cat’s collar, but you attach it to your purse. They help to
prevent people having their purse stolen when they’re out shopping.

Sandwell Primary Care Trust has been
gaining feedback from residents
through questionnaires in GP’s
surgeries and community venues,
and at community meetings.

New Sergeant heads
up police team

“We’re handing them out at elderly people’s flats and homes, and at the clubs they go to.
We want everyone to have a safe festive season.”

The public consultation got underway
in April to make sure that local
people’s views, suggestions and ideas
are taken into account. The aim is to
make the centre a facility which the
whole community can be proud of and
will want to use.
It will be different to a GP’s surgery
as anyone will be able to attend –
whether they are registered as a
patient or not. The centre will be open
from 8.00am to 8.00pm everyday (even
Bank Holidays) and it is hoped that it
will reduce unnecessary visits to A&E.
Those who completed the
questionnaires and attended the public
meeting at the Greets Green Access
Centre in July, wanted to see an
extended range of services at the
new health centre, such as back pain
clinics and blood testing.
They also wanted to see a doctors’
extended hours service and to have
the opportunity of a telephone
consultation with a doctor or nurse.

Front row: PCSOs Laura Jones (joined the Greets Green unit early in 2007) and
Marina Walton (PCSO for nearly three years, and recently added Greets Green to her
West Bromwich patch).
Middle row: PCSO Ilyas Jeewa (joined the Greets Green unit early in 2007), new
Sergeant Richard Webb and PC Louise Carter (policed West Bromwich for seven
years and been part of the dedicated team for three years).
Back row: PC Dave Bradley (been policing the West Bromwich area since 1991 and
been on the dedicated team for four and a half years), PC Andy Ward (been on the
team nearly a year), PCSO Chris Webb (formerly a regular police officer, became a
PCSO in Greets Green a few months ago).
To contact the Greets Green Neighbourhood Policing Team call 0845 113 5000.
6
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More feedback was also gained
through meetings held in community
venues including Wood Lane
Community Centre, SWEDA and Lyng
Primary School, for specific groups
including residents aged 50 and over.
An independent firm of health
consultants has now analysed all
the feedback from residents and the
PCT will be awarding a contract this
month (December) to develop the
new health centre.
Watch out for more details!

PARTNERSHIP NEWS HEALTH

Join the parent power!
Local parents are invited to join
a new support group at Greets
Green Children’s Centre to help
spread information about the
vital work of the Centre, make
suggestions for additional
activities or services they want
to see run there and raise any
issues of concern they have.
Deputy Manager Flo Reynolds, who’s
currently managing the centre, said:
“A group of parents have got together
to form the support group. They make
sure information is circulated around
the community so that families know
which activities we’re running.”
Recently, the support group helped
to promote the centre’s Black History
Month celebration and they’re
currently looking at whether regular
coffee mornings should be launched
and whether parents should have to
book Play & Stay sessions.
If you’d like to get involved in
the support group, pop in to the
Children’s Centre or call Flo on
0121 612 5131.

Making parenting fun
Greets Green Children’s Centre
is also running a whole host of
schemes to help make parenting
easier and more fun.
The centre’s ‘Positive Parenting Programme’
helps parents deal with childhood behaviour.
Flo Reynolds said: “Parents don’t have to wait
until the family’s in crisis due to their children’s
behaviour, they can come along and find out
how best to respond to a child in certain
situations. Parents are given tips and advice
and have a work book to go through.”
For new parents, the centre’s Maternity
Support worker can visit for the first

six weeks after a baby is born. She
can offer help and advice and help ease
any worries.
The centre also runs a range of fun
activities for parents and children, including
baby massage classes and baby yoga.
Plus, there are one-off events such as the
Black History Month celebration held in
October which saw stalls, food, music and
fun activities to celebrate black culture.
For more information about
activities at the Children’s Centre,
call 0121 612 5131.

LEADING THE WAY ON HEALTH
Greets Green’s Fit for Life project is
having another long-lasting positive
result, with the appointment of Jackie
Welch as the Health Advisor at George
Salter Collegiate Academy.
Jackie, a former nurse and midwife, was
previously employed in the school as a
Pastoral Manager. She said: “I was born
and brought up in West Bromwich and
I know the school well, but I wanted to
develop my role further.”
Her new position sees her taking a much
more active role in helping students, their
parents and staff live a healthy life.
On a daily basis she looks after students
who need treatment for minor ailments.
She also deals with sex education training
within the school and co-ordinates first
aid training for staff.
Jackie says: “I also help students to
stop smoking on a confidential basis
and we have private time where students

can come and talk to me about their
problems. Plus, I run a health programme
within the school.”
This has included working with DECCA
who have already run drug awareness
sessions with Year 9 pupils. Working with
Greets Green Partnership, Sandwell PCT
and the PE department, Jackie is also
planning a healthy living programme

which will see her discussing food,
exercise and total wellbeing with pupils
and hopefully parents and staff too.
Every half term, Jackie’s holding a drop-in
health check for staff, and by the end of
the academic year, she’s planning to have
extended this to students as well.
To contact George Salter Collegiate
Academy, call 0121 553 4665.
Greets Green Magazine December/January 2009
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YOUNG & OLD
LOG ON TO E-LEARNING
Young and old alike have been
clicking their way to a new-found
computer confidence thanks to
the success of Greets Green
Partnership’s e-learning project.
Children have discovered how
computers can help with many
areas of the school curriculum,
while adults, including those from
‘hard to reach’ communities, have
become familiar with the benefits
of information and communication
technology (ICT).
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Launched in April 2006, the
e-learning project followed on
from the popular Greets Green
Community Learning Network
project. It provided funding for
local community centres and
schools to set up ICT suites, run
workshops and courses, and
encourage local people to
overcome their fear of computers.
The aim of the project was to use
ICT to support the teaching of all
subjects - from literacy to digital
media, and reach those who did
not usually do any kind of formal
learning.

The e-learning project has led to a host of achievements including:
I George Salter Collegiate Academy – thanks to the

project, the school now has 16 computer suites and 600
computers. Previously pupils were not gaining any ICT
qualifications, but now there is a 100 per cent pass rate in
GNVQ and 89 per cent in OCR nationals. ICT has become
a core subject.
I Newtown Primary – pupils are all timetabled to use the

ICT suite and can use the computers at the breakfast club,
during lunchtime and after school. The school’s 2005
OFSTED report said: “The pupils’ achievements in ICT are
above the levels expected for their age by the time they
leave the school.” Adult classes are also run at the school.
I West Bromwich & District YMCA - residents were given

a full induction to the internet and themed workshops on
subjects such as digital photography, selling on ebay and
shopping on-line, are offered to the wider community.

Computer courses are available through Sandwell College
and the Adult Education Service for those who have some
computer knowledge and want to gain a qualification.
I Yemeni Community Association at Greets Green

Access Centre – local people have studied basic ICT
courses and the centre’s older men’s group has been
introduced to using the internet to get news from the
Yemen. School children have attended weekly homework
and revision clubs, and teenagers enjoy free internet
access and somewhere safe to meet.
I Guru Nanak Community Centre – the centre formed

a partnership with a local training provider to run ESOL
and ICT courses in the daytime. Youngsters use the ICT
centre for homework, games and the internet after school.
A group of young people have used the centre to develop
their own web design company.

All the organisations are now looking to sustain and develop further the ICT facilities they offer
so that even more people can benefit.
8
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Many people have now studied
ICT for the very first time, including
women who wouldn’t study at a
local college for cultural reasons,
young people leaving care, and
people who had little or no spoken
English.
Now the project’s come to an
end, residents across the area
are booting up and logging on
with confidence and community
venues throughout the area have
ICT suites filled with local people
keen to learn more!

Ten local organisations took part
in the programme:
I

Katherine Hewitt, Jobs & Skills
Theme Leader at Greets Green
Partnership, explained: “We
worked with a variety of
community organisations to help
them understand the varied ICT
needs of their users. We then
supported them in putting together
a programme of activities.”

Schools have used the ICT
resources to interest and
motivate pupils to learn.
Youngsters have used their new
computer knowledge to do their
own research on topics, produce
digital media presentations and
video recordings, and learn from
on-line resources – both during
and after school.

I
I

I

I
I

Ryders Green, Guns Village,
Newtown, Lodge and Lyng
Primary Schools
George Salter Collegiate Academy
Sandwell Women’s Enterprise
Development Agency (SWEDA)
Yemeni Community Association
at Greets Green Access Centre
Guru Nanak Community Centre
West Bromwich & District YMCA

ICT suite at the hub of SWEDA
At Sandwell Women’s Enterprise
& Development Agency (SWEDA),
the ICT suite is a hive of activity,
enabling people to do job searches,
prepare their CV, carry out market
research and do business planning,
as well as develop their ICT skills.

People start with basic taster sessions
and can progress to accredited
courses. Anyone looking for work can
use them for IT training, job searches,
downloading job applications, and
looking at different CV templates.

Manager, Davinder Kaur, says:
“The computer suite is very much the
hub of the organisation.

Business clients use the computer
suite for market research on the
internet, to develop their business
plan, and produce business cards.

“We support anyone over 16 in self
employment, training and career
development. When we were given
the opportunity to access funding for
the computer suite, we started it as a
drop-in centre for the local community.

Davinder added: “Members of the
local community right up to people in
their 70s, have come to learn about
computers for the first time. They
might just want to use email or book
a holiday on-line!”

“Since then we’ve become a satellite
Learn Direct centre. Any client who
accesses any services from SWEDA
at some stage ends up using the
computers - even if they’ve never
touched a keyboard before.”

SWEDA also has its own success
story on site. Shahen Bibi went
to SWEDA to improve her IT skills
and was encouraged to take an
NVQ Level 2 in Administration.
Now she’s working at SWEDA as
an Administration Officer.
Greets Green Magazine December/January 2009
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS JOBS & SKILLS

GETTING PERMIT TO WORK IS TOPPS
Local unemployed people are getting
a helping hand to enter the
construction industry thanks to
TOPPS (Training Opportunities,
Personal and Practical Skills).
Chris Nightingale, TOPPS Project Manager
explains: “The CSCS (Construction Skills
Certificate Scheme) card is now widely
recognised as a passport to working in
construction. We’ve developed a range
of training courses to help local people
gain their card.
“Our courses are designed to suit
everybody – whether it’s a one day
refresher course for those who’ve
worked in construction all their life, or
a four day course for those who have
limited knowledge.”
To get a CSCS card you have to take
a test, and the training courses provide
you with all the knowledge and
information needed to pass. This includes
a site induction, an overview of the
industry, how to work safely and even
an introduction to local employers.
Chris added: “If English is your second
language, we’ll try to provide material
and arrange for you to take your test in
your first language.”
Greets Green Partnership has recently
funded two courses for 40 people and
more courses are planned.

John Wood, aged 34, had previously
worked in construction before
completing the training course, but
wanted to get back into the industry.
He said: “I’ve been a quality engineer
for the last 10 years but worked in the
construction industry when I first left
school. I found myself unemployed
when engineering took a downturn so
I thought I’d get a CSCS card because
there are labouring jobs going on sites.
“I’ve got qualifications, but you need the
CSCS card now to work on a site. I’d
definitely tell anyone to do the course –
it was really interesting.”

Des Lawrence, aged 42, was
self employed for the past four
years, working in nightclubs and
pubs, before deciding to take a
plumbing qualification to keep his
options open.
“I’m in the process of setting up my
own business as a drainage engineer
and getting a CSCS card means I can
go on site,” he says. “It was really
useful to do this training course.
“I expected it to be harder than it
was, but the way it was taught meant
it was easy for us. I’ve recommended
it to all my friends now.”

Aktar Miah, aged 34, has worked
in various jobs, most recently
in restaurants, but was unemployed
when he decided to do the
TOPPS course.
“I’m now applying for construction
jobs which I couldn’t have gone
for before,” he says. “It’s really
helped me.”

Stephen Griffiths, aged 45, worked in a foundry for
about five years until it closed down. He knew he wanted
to work outside for a change after spending so much time
in the foundry, so looked at moving into building work.
Stephen explains: “The CSCS card training course was
only a week long and then I passed. Once you’ve got the
card you can start to do a bit of trade on building sites.
“I’m hoping to get some work on a site and make
enough money to go on a bricklaying course to increase
my qualifications.”

To find out more about the courses on offer from TOPPS, call Chris Nightingale on 0121 421 5514 or 07962 398331.
10
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October was a really busy month for Greets
Green Partnership’s Community Services Team
with lots of events and activities taking place.
We’ve been out and about taking photos – take a
close look and see if you spot anyone you know!

EVENT HELPS HEALTH & WELLBEING
Everyone felt more relaxed
and refreshed following the
Healthy Minds’ Health and
Wellbeing event, held to
celebrate World Mental
Health Day.
More than 150 people came along to
the event on 10th October at the Town
Hall and found out more about wellbeing
issues and how to keep healthy.
From massages to Henna art and face
painting – there was plenty on offer for all
ages. And lots of people got to try free
healthy food tasters and smoothies thanks
to the YMCA and Neptune Health Centre.
A variety of stalls were there including
the Beeches Enterprise Centre which
displayed the candles people had made
through one of its many therapeutic
courses. The Alzheimer’s Society and the
Volunteering Centre were also on hand,
offering advice and information.

The free raffle proved to be very popular
with lots of prizes including a massage or
Thai Chi session at the YMCA.
Julie Davies, Greets Green Healthy
Minds Co-ordinator said: “It was a really
successful day, with great feedback
from everyone who attended.

“Visitors had the chance to talk to
support groups, look at ways in which
they can get active and find out about
all the help that’s out there to keep well.”

To find out about future
Healthy Minds events, call
Julie on 0121 553 7074.

Greets Green Magazine December/January 2009
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Look what’s been going on in Greets Green

CELEBRATING
BLACK HISTORY
Salsa dancing, jewellery making and
even kickboxing... the Black History
Month Event at the Town Hall on
15th October was action packed for
everyone who came along.

Visitors got a real insight into African
culture and enjoyed the chance to have
a go at African drumming, try on African
clothes and hear stories from local
women who used to live in the Congo.

Organised by the Greets Green African
Caribbean Steering Group and Greets
Green Partnership as part of Black History
Month, the day was all about celebrating
everything about being African Caribbean
- from its history and culture to its music
and dance.

They also enjoyed a presentation by
special guest Kwende, who talked about
black history in Britain and brought a
traditional African game for people to play.

Lots of organisations took part including
OSCAR Sandwell, which helps people
who are affected by Sickle Cell or
Thalassaemia blood disorders, and the
African Caribbean Health Improvement
Service (ACHIS).
Community groups showed off jewellery
and cards they’d made, and members of
the Seventh Day Adventist Church sold
pillowcases and bedsheets they’d sewn.

12
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A special DVD was made and played
throughout the event which told the
stories of local people who came to
England from Africa 50 years ago.
And everybody enjoyed having a go at
Salsa dancing and watching a kickboxing
demonstration. Regular classes for both
these activities are held at Wood Lane
Community Centre.
Rachel McFee, from the Steering Group,
said: “I’d like to thank everyone who
helped make the day such a success.

Over 100 people of all ages, cultures and
ethnicities came together to make it a real
community event.
“We’re hoping to make next year’s open
day even more special.”
To find out more about the
Greets Green African Caribbean
Steering Group, call Rachel on
07737 150456. For details of
classes at Wood Lane Community
Centre, call 0121 525 2772.

Citizenship
seminar
success
Local residents recently got
together with representatives
from a range of agencies to
discuss how to make our
communities fairer and better.
The ‘Citizenship’ seminar, held at the
Bethel Christian Fellowship in October,
brought together around 60 people
from different communities and faith
groups, and voluntary and statutory
organisations such as Sandwell Council,
the Police and Sandwell PCT.
It was the latest in the series of
workshops organised by Greets Green
Partnership to promote community
cohesion. Its aim was to help people
understand the issue of citizenship in
multi-cultural Britain.
A diverse line-up of speakers included
the Mayor of Sandwell, Councillor Bob
Price, who opened the event, Greets
Green Councillor John Edwards, who
discussed what citizenship means to
him, and Dr Chris Allen from Birmingham
Rights and Action Partnership (BRAP).
Eleven year old Billy Shepard, a pupil
at Lyng Primary, also spoke at the
seminar, looking at the issues of bullying
and anti-social behaviour. Delegates then
broke into workshops to discuss their
rights and responsibilities as citizens.

FESTIVITIES
FOR ALL
Greets Green’s first Celebration
of Festivals brought communities
together to mark many cultural
events in one night.
The festivals celebrated were the Muslim
Eid, the Hindu and Sikh Diwali, the Christian
All Saints Day and the Sikh Guru Nanak’s birthday.
All the local community groups were invited to stage
performances of music and dance and give talks about the different festivals.
The event, held at George Salter Collegiate Academy on 30th October, saw a wide
variety of performances from a range of organisations.
Rohit Mistry, Community Services Manager at Greets Green Partnership, said:
“It was a great celebration event and everyone really enjoyed meeting new people
and finding out about different cultures.”
For details of future events, call Rohit at Greets Green Partnership on
freephone 0800 953 0215.

“It was a fantastic event,” said
Community Services Worker, Abdul
Monim Khan. “People from totally
different backgrounds were able to
spend some time thinking about the
issues surrounding citizenship.”
The next seminar in the series will be
held on 28th January and will focus
on Equality and Access to Services.
Residents and people from local
agencies are invited to come along
and discuss how access to services
could be improved.
For full details, call Abdul Monim
Khan at Greets Green Partnership
on freephone 0800 953 0215.
Greets Green Magazine December/January 2009
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Look what’s been going on in Greets Green

ROCK ‘N’ ROLL
WITH A CUPPA!
Skirts were twirling and old memories were being
relived when a special 1950s themed tea dance was
held at West Bromwich Town Hall.
The regular tea dances always
prove popular with older people
in Greets Green who enjoy a
chance to get some gentle
exercise and have a chat over
a cuppa. But the October one
was extra special because of the
1950s theme.
Bob Lloyd from Greets Green
Partnership said: “We had lots of
people turning up in their rock and roll
dresses. There were about 80 older people
there and Penny Lynne from Star Search
came and sang some 1950s songs.
“Some of the skirts and dresses
looked fantastic when they were doing
rock ‘n’ roll dancing and swinging them
round. Everybody really loved it.”

Don’t miss the Christmas special
tea dance at the Town Hall on
Thursday 18th December from
1.00-3.30pm. There’ll be food,
Christmas music, other entertainment
and Christmas surprises.

Feel free to come in your festive gear! For more information, call Bob Lloyd
on 0800 953 0215 or Nathan Moore on 0121 612 1645 or 07817 009062.

On the trail of local treasures
Families were invited to get out and
about in Greets Green and follow a
fun and active treasure trail during
the October half-term school break.

the Town Hall, Oak House, the Library, the
YMCA, the YCA, George Salter Collegiate
Academy, the Children’s Centre and the
Bangladeshi Islamic Mosque.

The two-day event was part of the Family
Learning Festival and was organised by
staff from the Greets Green Adult &
Community Learning project, Greets
Green Partnership and Active Lifestyles
co-ordinator Nathan Moore. Families were
given a map with clues to solve to lead
them to different venues in Greets Green.
When they found each venue, they had to
collect things and could take part in an
activity, ranging from aromatherapy and
smoothie making to computer-based fun.

Nikki Russell, the Extended Services Adult
& Community Learning Co-ordinator, said:
“Unfortunately the event coincided with
some very cold weather, but those who
did take part thought it was fantastic.”

The idea was to enable local people to
enjoy some exercise while learning more
about the culture and heritage of the area.
A range of community organisations
took part in the event, including the
Guru Nanak Community Centre, Good
Shepherd with St John Church, St Michael
and Holy Angels RC Church, OSCAR,
14
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Greets Green Adult & Community
Learning project’s next event is a
Festive Family Fun Day on Saturday
13th December at Lyng Primary
School where there will be cracker
and card making plus other
Christmas crafts.
For more details, call Nikki Russell
on 0121 525 6671.

PARTNERSHIP NEWS HOUSING

VISION
FOR EDUCATION

A fantastic new £80 million Sandwell
College is soon to be built to continue
the regeneration of West Bromwich
town centre.

visible from the M5 and building work
is due to start next Spring. Principal Val
Bailey says the plans are a “dream vision
for Sandwell College.”

The 25,000 sq ft flagship college
will see all three campuses – Smethwick,
Oldbury and West Bromwich – combined
into one modern, state-of-the-art building
on what is currently three acres of
brownfield land in Spon Lane. The
dramatic six-storey building will be

The college is being built with funding
from Advantage West Midlands and the
Learning and Skills Council (LSC). It will
accommodate up to 10,300 students and
up to 500 members of staff, and will have
excellent transport links, being next to the
metro system and close to the bus station.

Save money,
energy & your
environment
Heating
I
For families with young children and
the elderly, set your thermostat
between 18 and 21 degrees. If you
leave the house, turn it down to
between 10 and 15 degrees.
I
Even if you’re in the house all day,
use the timer to have the heating on
for a couple of hours in the morning
and from late afternoon till bedtime.
I
Don’t put furniture in front of radiators
or you’ll block the heat.
I
Draw your curtains at dusk so you
keep in the heat.
Electrical Appliances
I
Unplug electrical equipment such as
mobile phones and shavers once

It’s hoped the new college will start
welcoming students in 2010-11 and
the three other campuses will remain
open until then.

With fuel prices soaring and global warming
becoming a major issue, now’s the time to start
saving money and the environment simply by
using less electricity. Here are some very easy
steps you can take – start saving today!

they’re fully charged.
Don’t leave appliances such as
microwaves, TVs and computers on
stand-by. Turn them off at the plug.
Lighting
I
Always turn the lights off when you
leave a room.
I
Use energy saving light bulbs to
reduce your lighting costs.
Washing Clothes
I
When using the washing machine,
wash a full load of clothes or use a
half load or economy programme.
I
Use a low temperature programme
on your washing machine – 30 or 40
degrees instead of 60 and you’ll use
a third less energy.
I

Karen Walker, Chief Executive of
RegenCo, the urban regeneration
company for West Bromwich, Smethwick
and Hill Top, said: “The building will be
designed to the highest of standards and
will deliver a much-deserved modern
environment for Sandwell students.”

Don’t dry clothes over a radiator
as it blocks the heat. Hang clothes in
an unheated room, open a window
to let the damp air escape and close
the door.
Cooking
I
Use pots and pans just big enough
for the amount you’re cooking.
I
Put a lid on saucepans so that the
contents heat more quickly and you
use less energy.
I
Pressure cookers, steamers and
microwaves use less energy than
electric or gas ovens.
I
Don’t overfill the kettle. Only boil the
water you need.
I
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communitypage
If you would like your community group or organisation to be featured on this
page, contact Communications & PR Manager, Brian McKinstrie, at Greets
Green Partnership on Freephone 0800 953 0215 or email
brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

Meet your
Reps...

Dorcas celebrates
15 years of helping
This year Dorcas Housing & Community Support Association (DHCSA)
celebrated 15 years of helping black and minority ethnic communities
who live across the West Midlands.
Originally set up in 1993 by members of the
Seventh Day Adventist Church, ‘Dorcas’
was named after a character in the Bible
who was known for her charity work and
inspired women to help those in need.
Over the years Dorcas has run lots of
projects to support black and minority
ethnic communities.
These include Supporting People
services, Advice & Guidance services,
Employment, Training & Mentoring,
Community Development & Capacity
Building activities, Housing services &
advice and an active Property
Maintenance & Refurbishment Team.
Another example is the African Caribbean
Health Improvement Service (ACHIS),
which offers African Caribbean
communities in Sandwell a range of health
information. This includes health awareness
talks, health screenings and advice on
healthy eating, gentle exercise and first aid.

ACHIS recently held an event for older
people to celebrate Black History Month
where people were given advice on how
they can prevent slips, trips and falls.
Together with the Primary Care
Rehabilitation Team, they looked at
people’s individual needs, how they can
overcome practical difficulties in daily
life and gave advice on walking aids
and exercises to promote mobility.

Who’s who at Dorcas
Gary Clarke, Director
Debbie Weaver, Services Manager
Aaron Hamilton,
Information Development Officer
Nerissa Harvey,
Health Development Officer
Charmaine Morgan,
Support Worker
Asha Seniaray-Grant,
Admin Officer

In this issue we find out more
about Amy Bahat, Neighbourhood
Rep for Carters Green.

Q

How did you become a
Neighbourhood Rep?
I was originally involved through the
Greets Green Youth Forum when I
was Vice Chair. I was already a Board
Member of Greets Green Partnership
so when the neighbourhood elections
came about, I applied.

Q

What’s the best thing about
being a Rep?
I like helping people in my local area.
I get to meet a lot of interesting new
people and learn about what’s going
on in my neighbourhood.

Q

What are you most proud
of achieving?
I’m proud of the work I’ve done in
helping to improve the local area for
me and my neighbours.

Q

Which qualities make a
good Rep?
A good Rep has to be passionate
about helping and improving the local
area. They must be a good listener, be
open–minded and willing to give their
time. Also, they can’t be afraid to voice
local residents’ opinions, even if it may
go against what other people want.

Q

How do you spend your
spare time?
I enjoy socialising with friends and
family. I like going to the cinema and
eating out as well as listening to music.

Members of the Dorcas team (l to r) Charmaine Morgan, Nerissa Harvey, Debbie
Weaver and Aaron Hamilton.

Dorcas Housing & Community Support Association, 4th Floor, Court House,
335-337 High Street, West Bromwich B70 8LU. Tel: 0121 553 7737
Email: info@dorcashousing.co.uk Website: www.dorcashousing.co.uk
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Q

Is there anything you would
like to say to local residents?
I would like to thank local residents for
supporting me for my second term and
I hope to achieve a lot more this year.

PARTNERSHIP NEWS COMMUNITY SERVICES

The popular Small Sites
project solves problems
Greets Green Partnership’s Small Sites project has proved so popular with local residents
looking for action to be taken in their street, that all £100,000 of its funds for this financial year
have now been allocated to local projects.
The aim of the project is to improve the appearance of Greets
Green and tackle anti-social behaviour. Work has included putting
up new fences, tidying areas and resurfacing paths.
One of the allocated projects involves paying for West Bromwich
Community Church to put in fencing, slabs and gravel to generally
make it more safe and secure at the back. Other projects which
have Small Sites grants allocated to them include:
•
•
•
•

Marl Hole – thinning out of trees and tidying up grassed area
Kingsmill Park, Marl Hole – facelift to play area
Whitehall Road allotments – resurfacing parking area adjacent
to Post Office
Bromford Lane – new fencing to improve security

The next Greets Green Neighbourhood Forum dates are
as follows:
Tuesday 13th January at West Bromwich Community
Church
Tuesday 3rd February at Ryders Green Day Centre
Tuesday 3rd March at West Bromwich Town Hall
All meetings start at 6.30pm.
Contact the Community Services Team at Greets Green
Partnership on freephone 0800 953 0215, for further
information.

Community Services Worker, Simon Ware, says: “Although all
the Small Sites money has now been allocated, if there are other
issues which people need resolving, they should still let us know.
We may be able to find other ways of solving the problem. Come
along to a Neighbourhood Forum to make your voice heard.”

RAILWAY STREET
IS BACK ON TRACK!
Residents of a small road in Greets Green can now
walk and drive down it safely thanks to Greets Green
Partnership’s Small Sites project.
After seeing how successfully the work has been carried out, a
delighted Audrey Hughes (pictured with Carol Parkes) is urging
other people to head down to their Neighbourhood Forum to
highlight any issues in their street.
Railway Street is an unadopted road which had fallen into a
bad condition. Audrey, who’s lived there for more than 10 years,
says: “For a long time the road surface had been absolutely
diabolical. We had so many pot holes it was terrible for people
to drive down there, and with all the rain, the holes were getting
bigger and bigger.”
She’d noticed other work being done in the area to
improve roads, fences and the general environment, so she
asked Greets Green Partnership what could be done about
Railway Street.
Community Services Worker, Simon Ware, and a representative
from the Council’s Highways Department came to look and
thought the residents would have to pay for any work because
it’s an unadopted road. But Simon then suggested the residents
go to a Neighbourhood Forum meeting, where ideas for works
to be carried out under the Small Sites project are discussed.

Ten Railway Street residents, representing all five of the homes
on the street, went along.
As a result, the £7,000 project was approved and the road has
now been completely resurfaced and drainage work carried out
to make sure rainwater drains away in the future.
Audrey says: “They’ve done a brilliant job. Within a month the
work was done and we were absolutely gobsmacked. It’s really
helped everybody who comes down here.”
Greets Green Magazine December/January 2009
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If you have any news get in touch.
Call Barbryn on T: 01564 741847,
E: susan@barbryn.co.uk
or Greets Green Partnership on T: 0800 953 0215,
E: brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

CENTRE
OPENING
EVENT
Residents have the chance to take
a close look at a newly refurbished
community centre in Greets Green.
An open day will be held at the
Krishna Mandir & Community Centre
on Saturday 10th January between
10.00am and 4.00pm.
Thanks to funding from Greets Green
Partnership, the centre in Old Meeting
Street was recently given a facelift
which included an extended main hall,
new windows, floors, doors, a new
dining area and a new kitchen.
The Krishna Community Forum has
invited all Greets Green residents
and community groups to its grand
opening to experience first hand
what it has to offer.
Executive Director of Greets Green
Partnership, Ally Allerson, will be guest
of honour at the event, which will also
include information stalls explaining
what services are available to the
community at the centre.
For further details, call Jayesh Patel
on 077 7970 6530.

Come & get creative
Local amateur artists are enjoying
getting creative together at Lodge
Road Community Centre and are
looking for more people to join
them.
The enthusiastic Paintbox group
meets every Monday to try out
different types of art and have a
relaxing chat.
Maureen Neale, who runs the group,
says: “Paintbox is mainly made up
of older people and those with
disabilities.
"Each of us has a little skill, so when
anybody comes along we support them
and see what they can do. We work in

different art forms, including pencil
drawing, acrylics and watercolours, and
paint a range of subjects such as still
lifes and portraits. There’s a friendly
atmosphere and we always have a cup
of tea and a biscuit."
The group received a £500 grant
through Greets Green Partnership's
Healthy Minds Community Fund,
which supports projects which
promote wellbeing. This has enabled
easels and materials to be bought.
Each session costs just £1 and
new members are very welcome.
To find out more, call Lodge
Road Community Centre on
0121 553 2013.

BOOST FOR BUSINESSES
Business men and women and
would-be entrepreneurs from
Greets Green made the most of an
event designed to help them share
ideas and skills and pursue new
opportunities.

The Business Start Up and Growth
Show took place at Walsall FC’s Bank’s
Stadium on 20th November.
There were more than 40 exhibitors,
plus free seminars and workshops
18
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including ‘How to Benefit from 2012
Olympic Opportunities’.

With the motto “take time out from
working IN your business and give
some time to working ON your
business”, it’s estimated that the event
was worth hundreds if not thousands
of pounds for those attending.
For more details, contact Event
Organisers Roy and Judith Bayliss
on 01386 552619.

Flip magazine for
‘young greets green’

ENVIRONMENTAL FAMILY FUN
Families got stuck into a host of fun environmental activities at the Family Fun Day at Newtown
Primary School in October.
Organised by the Greets Green Adult
& Community Learning project, the
event was part of the month-long
national Family Learning Festival which
is celebrating the 10th anniversary of
family learning.
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Many children enjoyed having a go
at various activities with an environmental
theme. They made bio bottle gardens
from recycled plastic bottles, grass head
monsters and caterpillar and snail cakes
and rolls.
For the parents, relaxation techniques
were on offer including hand massages.

Fe

For details of future events, call Nikki
Russell on 0121 525 6671.

TOP OFFICE VISIT
Greets Green Youth Forum Chair, Rohim
Mohammed, has been busy meeting some top
people but has taken it all in his stride.
Rohim was invited to visit the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office as part of an initiative to
launch a new Young Muslim Advisory Group.
The group will include 22 young people from all
over England. It will work directly with local MPs
and senior politicians at the heart of government,
to help make decisions and contribute to areas
such as national and foreign policy and extremism.
Rohim says: “I was shortlisted as one of 40 but
didn’t make it into the group unfortunately. The event
was excellent though and the hall where it was held was magnificent. I also met
the Ambassador of Nigeria and representatives for Bangladesh and Pakistan!”

Bus talks rumble on
Talks are still ongoing between Greets
Green Partnership representatives and
Centro after the withdrawal of the
Hambletts bus service (630/1).
Simon Ware from the Community
Services Team said: “We’re still talking
with Centro to see whether there’s any
possibility of funding to support any
transport in the area.” Neighbourhood

Rep Jessica Ferguson, who battled to
keep the bus service, explained that
Centro has said they’d provide half the
funding for the withdrawn bus service if
the other half could be found elsewhere.
“No bid has yet been put in, but I’m
still positive,” she says. “I’m not going
to admit failure yet and will keep on
the case.”

Swan’s
‘BIG’ visit
Sandwell Women’s Agency
Network (SWAN) enjoyed a recent
visit from West Bromwich East MP
Tom Watson and representatives
from BIG Lottery, which funds the
project.
Manager Elaine Knowles said:
“The visit went fantastically well.
Mr Watson looked at how the project
was progressing and chatted to some
of our volunteers.”
Mr Watson and the
representatives of BIG
Lottery, which distributes
half the money raised by the
National Lottery to good
causes, also met Greets
Green Community
Enterprises Chief
Executive, Andrew
Rainsford and Chair
Gurbachan Singh Dhinsa.
To contact SWAN, call
0121 525 2772.
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Young people got
involved in Black
History Month too!
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New youth group
helps young
Bangladeshi people
see page 20

Meet the new
Youth Community
Leader
see page 22

Have a go at our
prize competition,
open to all ages
see page 23

young greets green
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A new youth group for the
Bangladeshi community has been
enabling young people to access
training and workshops.
The Youth Empowerment Forum was
launched in Greets Green in August
with support from the Confederation of
Bangladeshi Organisations. It was due
to run until the end of December but
now hopes to continue.
The project was put together by the
Bangladeshi Youth Forum and is run
by Rohim Mohammed (pictured far left
with other members), aged 16, who is
also the Chair of Greets Green Youth
Forum. It encourages service providers
such as the Police, the local Primary
Care Trust, Connexions and DECCA
to deliver workshops and training.
Rohim explains: “It’s a youth platform

where, primarily, the Bangladeshi
youth can empower themselves
by following a series of workshops
and training.

which are designed and run by young
people aged 16 to 25 who want to
make a positive difference in their
community.

“They’ve already gained training in
'how to behave in meetings' and a
certificate in peer education, and have
attended ‘rewind’ racism workshops
which look at our true identity, and
drugs education.” The project now
has about 15 young volunteers across
different communities who are helping
others become more involved in
decision making and project planning.

“The response to the Youth
Empowerment Forum has been
overwhelming,” says Shabud Ullah
from the Confederation of Bangladeshi
Organisations. “I wanted young people
themselves making decisions and
running the project.

It received £1,400 of funding to cover
its costs through a vcashpoint grant
from v, the youth volunteering charity,
in partnership with HSBC bank.
Vcashpoint funds community projects

“It’s been great watching the
youngsters turn their ideas into
something that can make a difference
to other people.”
To get in touch with the Youth
Empowerment Forum, call the
CBO on 0121 500 5441.

SIGN UP!
A free interactive on-line events and listings guide has
been designed by young people for young people, and
it’s packed with local information.
Log on to www.justyouth.org.uk where you can register to
be kept up to date with details of events and activities across
Sandwell. Post reviews and comments, make new friends,
and publish information about any events you’re running.
Young people worked with web design company, Smart
Arts, to design the look of the site and say what they
wanted on it. Now the site’s gone live and is letting young
people know what's on in Sandwell, wherever
they are, any time they like!

!
Take a look
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The Science Department has been working
with pupils of all ages to create the garden
and nurture the plants and wildlife.
“We drained and cleared a pond and now
have ecology lessons there in the Summer,”
says Science teacher, Sarah Baylis.
“We also dug out a vegetable patch just
before the Summer and planted a range of
vegetables including potatoes, pumpkins
and tomatoes.
“All the produce we grow is donated to the
school kitchen and used for pupils’ dinners.”
To stop any unwanted guests eating the
veg, pupils also made a scarecrow which
stands in the garden.

A TASTY GARDEN

“The garden has already been very
successful,” explains Sarah. “We’ve sold
plant cuttings at school fairs and have
collected lavender to make into lavender
pouches. Pupils from different year groups
help with the weeding and cutting, so it’s
a good joint effort.”

young greets green

Green–fingered pupils at George Salter
Collegiate Academy have been cooking
up a treat in their new Science garden.

To contact George Salter Collegiate
Academy, call 0121 553 4665.

Greets Green goes cricket crazy
Cricket fanatics of all ages from schools across the
West Midlands and Sandwell went head to head in
various leagues and tournaments this year.
George Salter Collegiate Academy played host to the Year 7/8 Kwik Cricket
tournament which saw eight schools take part. George Salter was pipped at
the post, being beaten in the final by Holly Lodge.
The ‘Big Four’ of Sandwell had their own league which gave Year 9/10
pupils from George Salter Collegiate Academy, Menzies, Wodensborough
and Wood Green, the chance to become the Manchester United of cricket.
Wednesbury based Wood Green (pictured here) were named the winners.
George Salter students from Year 11/12 have also gone cricket crazy, getting
involved in indoor and outdoor friendly games against schools from Sutton
Coldfield and Wolverhampton.
Plus, the cricket bug hit primary schools who had their own Kwik Cricket
Festival at George Salter Collegiate Academy. Guns Village, Ryders Green,
Lodge and Lyng were among the schools taking part, with Ryders Green
taking the title.
Rashmi Patel, Cricket Development Officer at George
Salter, says: “These successful leagues and tournaments
have encouraged many youngsters to join their local club.

“Now we’re doing an indoor league for
all years so they can carry on playing
through the winter.”
Greets Green Magazine December/January 2009
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A new Youth Community
Leader joined the Guru Nanak
Community Centre earlier
this year. We caught up with
Bhupinder Singh, better
known as Bass, to find out
how things are going.
Q. What do you do?
I organise all kinds of events for all the
youth in the area regardless of their
gender, caste, creed, race, colour and
religion. The events are both educational
and activity based.
Q. Tell us about some of the
activities run for young people?
At the Guru Nanak Community Centre
we’ve been running a range of activities
which are really well attended. They
include after school clubs, music
classes for the Harmonium and Tabla,
Gatka (Sikh Martial Arts), a Bangladeshi
Girls Forum and Drug and Alcohol
Awareness sessions.
Q. What are you up to
at the moment?
We’ve just added
some exciting new
activities to our

programme, including circuit training, first
aid courses and the chance to join the
Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme. I’m
hoping these will prove very popular.
Q. What do you enjoy about
working with young people?
I’m 21 so I’m a young person
myself! I understand the needs
within the community and know
what young people want and what they
need. I enjoy meeting new young people
all the time and it’s very pleasing to see
them become successful young adults.
Q. What are your aims for
the future?
I want to try to create community
cohesion between different cultures
within the Sandwell area. I want to make
young people realise that regardless of
everyone’s different identity we can still
get along with each other.

YOUTH FORUM LEADS THE WAY
Members of Greets Green Youth Forum recently attended a conference of
deputy head teachers from across Sandwell to speak about ‘learners as leaders’.
Forum Chair, Rohim Mohammed and fellow members,
Natasha Woolliscroft and Hannah Pearsall, were
invited to give presentations at the event. They shared
their experiences of being a part of a youth forum and
highlighted how it’s led to other opportunities such as
working as young advisors and having other key roles
to play in the community.
The Youth Forum enables young people to represent
their own communities and young people in general,
to make their voice heard and have a greater say in
local affairs.
Two of its members sit on the Board of Greets Green
Partnership. Rohim said: “Members of Greets Green
22

Young Greets Green Magazine December/January 2009

Q. Where have you worked before?
I was a Youth Worker in a community
centre in Smethwick, dealing with young
refugees who had come from deprived
areas. There was a lot of friction in the
area and my job was to help everyone
to understand each other’s differences.
Q. How do you spend your
free time?
I’m interested in music and play a variety
of musical instruments.
Q. Describe yourself in 3 words!
Enthusiastic, confident and helpful.
Q. What’s your motto in life?
Treat others how you would like to be
treated.
To find out what’s going on at the
Guru Nanak Community Centre,
log on to www.gncconline.co.uk or
call Bass on 0121 525 6923.

YOUTH FOR
U
<

THIS WAY

Youth Forum are celebrating their first
year of working together in the local area –
a year which has seen them have lots of fun
while ensuring young people can have their say
when it comes to local issues.”
The Forum is always looking for motivated young
people to join its activities, which include social
events, day trips and residential trips, plus projects
looking at issues such as what young people want
in the area, racism and drugs awareness.
Want to get involved? Call Youth Officer Ian
Clews on 07810 850 981 or Rohim Mohammed
on 07932 544 103 or 07973 370 490.
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“Whatever your age,
and whether you’re
experienced or new
to the game, come
and have a go.”
Want to learn to play? Call Kevin on 07736 658397, visit www.westbromhc.co.uk or just turn up for a training session.
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Simply send your entry by Friday 16th January 2009 to:
Magazine Competition, FREEPOST GREETS GREEN
PARTNERSHIP (no stamp required). The first three
correct entries out of the hat will each win a £10 voucher.
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It’s Christmassssss! Well it is nearly so to get you in the festive
mood why not have a go at our new Christmas Competition.
Just find all 12 of the related words to be in with a chance of
winning one of this month’s £10 shopping vouchers.

Congratulations
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to Christopher Haynes, Mrs
S Green and Carol Faulkner
who each won a £10 voucher
from the October/November
competition.
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Please fill in your details using BLOCK CAPITALS.
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