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Dear Resident
Whatever you think, you can’t fail to have noticed The Public building in the Town
Centre which opened its doors for the first time at the end of June. There have been
reports about it everywhere – from the Express & Star to the BBC – and everyone
seems to have an opinion about it. Don’t miss our special feature on the centre
pages which gives you a flavour of what you can expect when you visit. You really
must go along and discover it for yourself.

But it’s not just buildings we want to celebrate in Greets Green – the people are real stars
too! This issue we’ve featured two Community Heroes who are dedicated to helping others.
We’re also finding talented local stars who are lining up to join our Star Search competition.
Turn to page 7 to see how you can get involved. 

There’s also news of the latest entrants in our Blooming Marvellous competition which is
celebrating the effort people make in their gardens and allotments. It all helps to make
Greets Green a more attractive place to live. The last date for entries is 29th August 2008 
– find out more on page 10. 

BRIAN MCKINSTRIE
Communications & PR Manager, Greets Green Partnership

Contents:
The Greets Green magazine is
produced on behalf of Greets
Green Partnership by Barbryn Ltd
www.barbryn.co.uk

Magazine Contact Details:
Greets Green Partnership, Ground Floor, 
Court House, 335-337 High Street, 
West Bromwich B70 8LU
Freephone 0800 953 0215  
Tel (Main Reception): 0121 533 3188 

Brian McKinstrie, 
Communications & PR Manager, 
T: 0121 532 6835
E: brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

Issue 38, covering October/November 2008, 
will be published in October 2008. 

The Greets Green magazine is distributed 
to every household in the New Deal for
Communities area, and to other NDCs
nationally. If you live in the Greets Green NDC
area and do not receive a copy then please
call us on freephone 0800 953 0215.

Issue 37
Front cover: People of all ages enjoyed
one of the annual highlights in the
Greets Green calendar – the Summer
Fun Day on Saturday 12th July.
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A young person who’s put a lot 
into helping teenagers in his local
area has been honoured with a
Community Hero award.

Ray Edwards was presented with his
award at the recent Greets Green
Volunteers Fayre at West Bromwich
Town Hall. He was nominated by Des
Lloyd, an officer in charge with the
Young Firefighters Association.

Des explained: “Ray joined the Young
Firefighters six years ago. You have to
leave when you reach your 17th
birthday, but Ray enjoyed it so much, 
he came back as an instructor. He’s a
good role model because he’s one of
their peers really.”

Ray, aged 20, said he hadn’t had a 
clue he was going to receive the award,
but thought it was excellent. “It’s been
my long-time ambition to join the Fire
Service and when I was a lot younger
my parents helped me join the Young
Firefighters,” he says.

“The thing I get most out of it is seeing
kids come in and go out as young
adults. Some are young tearaways but
they leave with an understanding of 
how to behave and good manners.”

And the former George Salter pupil,
who’s currently working as a plasterer, 
is still following his own dream – he has
an application in to become a firefighter.

Ray’s an
inspiring hero

Celebrating
OUR HEROES

Gill Cotterill thought she was just
helping out at an event – but found
she was actually going to her own
Community Hero award presentation!

Gill was nominated for the award by
Active Lifestyles Co-ordinator, Nathan
Moore, for whom she does lots of
voluntary work. When he asked her 
to help on a stall at the Greets Green
Volunteers Fayre, she agreed straight
away but found it was her own efforts
that were being rewarded.

Gill said: “It was a complete and utter
surprise – that naughty Nathan got such
a smack because he got me up to the
Town Hall under false pretences! But it
was very nice.”

Nathan nominated Gill because of her
huge commitment to voluntary work,
especially with older people in the area.
“Gill’s done so much for the Active
Lifestyles project,” he explains. “She
supports the tea dances, helps with 
the EXTEND classes in Greets Green,

supports all the older people’s activities
and she’s also a member of the Swan
Village breakfast club. She’s always on
hand to help people and will very
unselfishly juggle things about. 

“She’s had a rough time since her
husband passed away four years ago,
but never stops helping others.”

Gill moved to Greets Green to live in 
a ‘granny flat’ with her son after her
husband died, and got involved in lots 
of voluntary activities straight away.
She said: “I love it – the tea dances are
superb. We had 70 people at the last
one. You reach the age of 60 and
anything can happen! There’s lots to 
do out there if people look. I volunteer 
so I can get out of the house and help
people. That’s what it’s all about.”

And Gill is a great example of what can
happen when you get involved in lots 
of activities – she has recently moved 
in with her new partner John, another
volunteer at the tea dances!

We know there are lots of unsung heroes in Greets Green and we’re delighted
to be featuring two of them in this issue. W e’re always on the look out for

other local people who deserve to be r ecognised for the time
and effort they put into improving the lives of others. 

If you’d like to nominate someone, call Richar d Wyatt at
Greets Green Partnership on freephone 0800 953 0215 

or email richard_wyatt@sandwell.gov.uk 

Gill volunteers at 
her own presentation!
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Local organisations have reaped the
rewards of a Greets Green event held
to celebrate the work of volunteers.

Everyone really got into the swing of things at the
recent 1940’s themed tea dance at West Bromwich
Town Hall, which featured music and fashion from the
wartime years. 

Lots of people thoroughly enjoyed dressing up for the
occasion which saw a big turnout as usual. Around 50 to
70 people regularly turn up for the dances which take place
on the last Thursday of each month from 1.00pm - 3.30pm.

The tea dances cost £2 and include tea, coffee and
biscuits, plus an opportunity to socialise, dance and meet
new and old friends.

A 1950’s themed dance is planned for 25th September, 
so start looking in your wardrobes now! Tea dances will
also take place on 28th August, 23rd October and 27th
November, with a Christmas special planned for 18th
December. 

For details call Navida Bukhari at Gr eets Green
Partnership on freephone 0800 953 0215.

Dozens of new volunteers sign up

1940’s THEME WAS A BIG HIT
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More than 100 people attended the recent Greets Green Volunteers Fayre and
around half of them signed up to become volunteers themselves.

Sandwell Libraries, Macmillan Cancer Support, Sandwell Volunteer Bureau and the
Sandwell Youth Offending Team were among those who recruited volunteers at the
Fayre, which took place at West Bromwich Town Hall on 5th June. Three new school
governors were also found.

Greets Green Partnership
Events Co-ordinator Navida
Bukhari was delighted with the
response and said: “I'd like to
thank everyone who attended.
We’re very proud that more
than half of those who attended
signed up for volunteering.”

The event was organised
with Volunteer Centre
Sandwell and coincided with
national Volunteers Week.
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More than 75 people attended a free
Equality & Human Rights Commission
seminar organised by Greets Green
Partnership as part of its work to promote
community cohesion.

Held at the Greets Green Access Centre 
in West Bromwich in June, the half day
event featured a number of guest
speakers including West Midlands MEP
Neena Gill, along with representatives from
Birmingham Race Action Partnership, the
Rewind Project, West Midlands Regional
Assembly and the Midlands TUC.

The seminar was organised to give
residents, local groups and agencies 
a chance to learn more about the new
Equality & Human Rights Commission 
and how it may affect them. Greets Green
Partnership’s Community Services Worker
Abdul Monim Khan, who helped to

organise the seminar, said: “The feedback
from the event was really positive. We’re
now planning more seminars to further
raise awareness.”

In September, a seminar will focus on
Citizenship and this will be followed by 
one in October looking at Equality and
Access to Services.

Greets Green Partnership has adopted 
a two-pronged approach to improving
community cohesion which involves
organising public events on one hand, 
and examining the strategic approach 
to equality and diversity on the other.

For more information about 
the forthcoming seminars, call 
Abdul Monim Khan at Greets 
Green Partnership on freephone 
0800 953 0215.

If you have any worries or questions
about local services, or would simply
like to know more about what’s
happening in your area, come along 
to a Neighbourhood Forum.

Greets Green Partnership organises 
the meetings to give local residents 
a chance to have their say or find 
out more from those who provide 
local services – whether it’s crime or
community safety, housing or health,
litter or environmental issues.

Just turn up, or for further
information, call the Community
Services Team on freephone 
0800 953 0215.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
FORUMS
HAVE YOUR SAY!

MORE SEMINARS PLANNED

The next Neighbourhood Forums 
will be held on:

� Tuesday 2nd September
Ryders Green Day Centre, from
6.00pm

� Tuesday 7th October
OSCAR, Lodge Road, from 6.30pm

� Tuesday 4th November
Guns Village Primary School, 
from 6.30pm 

� Tuesday 2nd December
George Salter Collegiate Academy,
from 6.30pm. This is our Christmas
Forum.
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Can you provide a little
If you’d like a chance to try your hand at

different types of community work while

earning cash at the same time, Greets Green

Partnership could have just the job for you!

extra help?

The Partnership is looking to recruit more sessional staff to boost its
existing team of local people who provide paid support when local
projects need a little extra help with staffing. 

The sessional staff are recruited through the Sandwell Templink
employment agency and help out with a range of activities as and 
when required. These range from providing support with language 
skills to helping out with community events and consultation work.

To find out more call Rohit Mistry at Greets Green Partnership on freephone 0800 953 0215.
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Organised by Greets Green Partnership, the day kicked of f with a car boot sale in
the morning at Lodge Primary School, before the main event at Oak House Museum.

There was fun and entertainment for everyone throughout the afternoon
including a chance to see performances from local people, including
dance groups, martial arts demonstrations and a thrilling display
from the Guru Nanak Community Centre.

Youngsters enjoyed the Punch and Judy show, face 
painting and children’s rides. And people of all ages were
able to find out about projects and activities taking place 
in the area.

On Saturday 12th

July, crowds

enjoyed one of the

annual highlights

in the Greets Green

calendar – the

Summer event.

For details of 
forthcoming events 

organised by Greets Green Partnership, call Navida Bukhari 
on freephone 0800 953 0215.
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The OSCAR Sickle Cell project was
set up in 2005 with funding fr om
Greets Green Partnership to raise
awareness in the Greets Green
community of the blood disorders,
Sickle Cell and Thalassaemia.

OSCAR’s Deputy Chief Executive Officer,
Sharon Wilson, says when the project
began it had five aims – to set up screening
for the disorders, to link in with the Expert
Patient programme which supports people
with chronic health conditions, to raise
awareness, to work with the existing 
self-help group and to work with the
National Blood Service in raising awareness
of blood donors and workers.

Sharon explains: “We had a target to reach
203 people in Greets Green each year and
we exceeded that target each year. The

project has recently been
externally verified and had 
an excellent report back.

“It’s proved very, very
successful. The work we’ve
done here at OSCAR has
been quite outstanding.”

Self-help group workers,
Rebecca Solomon and
Kyudeya Khanom are
pictured with Sharon
Wilson (centre). 
They can be contacted
on 0121 525 0556 for
more information or to
arrange blood screening.

She may be 63 and have three young
grandchildren, but with more than 40
years’ singing experience, she might
well show the youngsters a thing or 
two about talent!

Penny Lynne started singing
professionally aged 18 and spent over 
25 years touring with a band, entertaining
troops at American Army and Air Force
bases around the world. She hung up 
her full time microphone a few years ago,
but still dusts off her vocal cords for small
singing jobs from time to time.

Now she’s joining other talented Greets
Green residents in the Search for a Star
competition which is taking place later
this year.

Penny says she has over three hours’
worth of singing material to choose 
from for the talent show and can cover
anything from pop, rock or ballads to
country & western!

If you have a talent, call Navida
Bukhari on freephone 0800 953 0215
for an entry form.

Greets Green
gran joins 

Local singer Penny Lynne Kincaid is the latest entrant to Gr eets Green
Partnership’s Search for a Star competition.

Moving on!
OSCAR WORK WILL CONTINUE
A three year health awareness project which has helped hundreds of people in 
Greets Green is coming to an end, but much of the work it has started will continue.

The project will continue to be funded
until September to undertake more
awareness raising and training to
produce educational packs. After that,
help will still be available in three ways:

The Expert Patient programme
This helps people learn how to manage
their long-term health conditions. OSCAR
staff including Sharon, and volunteers
have been trained as expert patient
tutors. Sandwell Primary Care Trust is
funding them to deliver courses within
local organisations across Sandwell.

Community screening
This will be offered each month, in
partnership with the Primary Care Trust,
at the OSCAR premises at 120 Lodge
Road. The screening is for all
communities. Anyone can call in to
make an appointment to have their
blood tested to see if they have the
Sickle Cell or Thalassaemia trait.

Self-help group
This group is continuing and members
are looking at issues such as health
and safety and first aid, as well as
gaining the knowledge they need to
keep themselves and their families safe.
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LOCALS GET BACK
INTO WORK
Greets Green Partnership’s new Jobs & Skills Theme has enjoyed a very
successful first year which has made a huge dif ference to many local people.

The past 12 months has seen a marked increase in the number of people who’ve been
helped back into jobs by the Partnership, along with a host of other achievements including:
• creating 101 jobs through Partnership funded projects. At least 90 of these have been

filled by Greets Green residents.
• 90% of the way towards hitting our target of getting 45 people off JobSeekers Allowance.
• exceeding the target of ensuring 46 households increase their incomes to over

£15,600 a year.
• enabling residents to gain 479 qualifications - almost 90 more than the previous year.

Katherine Hewitt, Jobs & Skills Theme Leader, said: “We’ve doubled what was achieved
in the previous year in terms of jobs created. The number of Greets Green residents going
into these jobs has almost tripled. We now have more initiatives in the pipeline to improve
the opportunities for local people even more.”

For more information about projects funded by the Jobs & Skills Theme ar ea, 
call Katherine Hewitt on freephone 0800 953 0215.

Unemployed people in Greets 
Green will soon be able to get help
with paying for transport to job
interviews – as well as when they
start working.

Sandwell Council has gained funding
through Centro to pay for a new travel
assistance project in the borough and
full details will be announced soon.

Katherine Hewitt from Greets Green
Partnership, said: “We know from
talking to local unemployed people
that the cost of getting to work can 
be a barrier, particularly in the first 
few weeks after getting a new job.”

Watch this space for more details.

If you’ve always wanted to be your
own boss, there’s plenty of help
available in Greets Green so you can
turn your dreams into a reality.

A mid-life crisis and a desire to be his
own boss led to one local man, Richard
Grainger, starting a business which is
now employing eight other people. 

It was the help of a grant from the
Business Start up Support project,
funded by Greets Green Partnership
which really turned it from a one-man
business to a real success. Richard
started RMG Logistics Ltd six years 

ago, admitting that at 39 he had a 
mid-life crisis and decided he no longer
wanted to work for someone else. 
He’d worked in production control 
and manufacturing management before
deciding to go it alone.

Richard was awarded a £2,000 Business
Development Grant back in 2006. It meant
he could afford to employ a driver for three
months while he built up the company’s
marketing and gained new contracts. 

He was then able to employ the driver full
time and keep expanding the business.
Richard said: “We started as 

a courier business but we’ve now
diversified into storage too to try to spread
the risk. We currently have eight staff 
and I’d like to expand more. The grant
certainly helped us focus on what we
wanted to achieve – and we’ve done it.”
The company that grew from one man
with a van is now aiming to hit half a
million turnover soon, which can’t be bad.

The Business Start up Support project
aims to help reduce unemployment in
the Greets Green area by giving people
the support they need to start their own
businesses, or to improve their skills to
increase their earning potential.

Applicants must meet certain criteria,
including being a Greets Green resident
or having a business in the area. You
must be about to start a business or be
in the first year of trading, or be currently
unemployed or on a low income. 

There are also Business Development
Grants available for existing businesses
located in Greets Green or relocating 
to the area to assist with the creation 
of new jobs. 

From September 2007 to March 2008
alone, 15 grants of £1,500 were
awarded. Grants will be available until
March 2009.

To find out more, call Roy or Judith
Bayliss at the Business Start up
Support project on 01386 552619.

BE YOUR OWN BOSS!

“I went from being manufacturing director of a £10 million
company to a man with a van in one fell swoop!” he says.

HELP WITH
TRAVEL COSTS
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OPENING
THE DOOR
TO A NEW
CAREER
Greets Green residents are finding 
a new career is opening up to them 
thanks to the Adult and Community
Learning project.

Nikki Russell, the project’s Community Development and Marketing Officer, discovered
that local people were interested in working in the security business, so she planned a
course to help them gain the skills needed. She explains: “There’s new legislation about
working in security. You need to have passed an accredited course and get an SIA
license. We’ve been funding both, so the course really helps local people into a job.”

The BIIAB Level 2 National Certificate for door supervisors course has already run twice
this year. The first ‘graduates’ (pictured above) were presented with their certificates at a
special ceremony at George Salter Collegiate Academy. Ten people have just completed
the second course and another course will start in September. 

So far, the course has had a 100% success rate with all people taking part passing. Once
people have their license, the BECOME project (also funded by the Partnership) takes
over and helps them to find work. This is proving successful as five people have already
got a job. Nikki is also looking into running a course to provide a qualification in CCTV.

Back to work
Now that Malikur Rahman has gained new qualifications thr ough the Door
Supervisors course, he’s hoping to return to work.

He was made redundant from his job as a bricklayer, and wanted to use his previous
experience in security jobs once more. But since Malikur, aged 30, previously worked
in security the law has changed. He knew he’d need a new qualification to be taken
on again. Malikur was pleased to find the local course and really enjoyed it. 

“I particularly liked doing the role playing to show how to react in different situations,”
he says. “The teacher was very helpful. He explained everything from scratch,

such as what you have to do if a customer
provokes you.”

Malikur gained financial help from the Adult and
Community Learning project which meant

he was able to do the course. Now
he’s looking for a job but is also

hoping to study further.

“I’d really like to do a course 
on CCTV as this would create
more job opportunities for

me,” he says. “It will be good 
to get back into security.”

ADULTS
KEEP
LEARNING
It’s always good to try something
new and lots of people really
enjoyed having a go at new
activities during Adult Learners’
Week. In fact, some activities
proved so successful that new
classes are being run in the autumn.

The Adult and Community Learning
project arranged a host of taster
sessions during the special week 
in May. The annual event seeks to
inspire people to take up adult
learning - either catching up on skills
not learned at school or discovering
new things for work or for fun.

Of all the activities residents tried 
out, the most popular were nail art,
mehndi and flower arranging. Now
project manager Nikki Russell hopes
to gain enough support to run
accredited courses in these subjects
from September.

The project got together with Sandwell
Adult & Family Learning, Reach and
Discover Consortium and Learndirect
to organise the Adult Learning Week
events. The week kicked off with the
launch of the Learndirect Centre at
West Bromwich Fire Station, where
people are able to get careers advice,
and information on courses such as
‘how to use email’ and CV writing.

To find out about other activities
run by the project, call Nikki Russell
on 0121 525 6671.

To find out more about either of these courses, which ar e available to both
men and women, please contact the Adult and Community Learning project
on 0121 525 6671 as soon as possible. 
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Since the last issue of the magazine, 
we’ve been contacted by a number of
residents who are all eager to show of f
their green-fingered creations.

From hanging baskets to vegetable gardens,
and allotments to rose gardens, we’ve already
taken a selection of photographs that show
how many people take the time to make their
homes and Greets Green more attractive.

One resident who was keen to take part is 
Mr Alom of Oak Lane who has now lived in
Greets Green for three years. Mr Alom loves
to spend time in his garden and grows an
array of Asian vegetables including pumpkins,
coriander and spinach.

“One of the reasons I moved here from
London was so that I could have a nice
garden,” he said. “It’s difficult because the
vegetables need tropical heat to grow so I
have to cover them in plastic but it works.”

Another impressive entry is Mr Worton’s rose
garden in Dartmouth Street. The garden is
well admired by all passers-by and Mr Worton
says he is extremely proud of the roses.

“I’ve been living here for 44 years and had 
a rose garden for the past 42 years,” he said.
“It takes a lot of work and I’m out here every
day but it’s worth it,” he added.

Interest in the competition has been hotting up
and we'd like to thank everyone who's taken
part including Frank Brittan, John Blundel and
Gill Cotterill, Bill Hughes, Vinod Patel, pupils
from Newtown Primary School and gardeners
at Whitehall Road Allotments.

To enter our competition, you don’t
necessarily need a beautiful garden. 
We’re looking for everything from balcony
displays to flower pots and herb gardens 
to greenhouses. Everyone who enters will 
be invited to a special event taking place 
in September. At the event, you will all be
handed a prize for taking part as well as 
a framed photograph of your garden.

To take part in
 ‘Greets Green is Blooming

Marvellous’ phone us with your details, 

or th
ose of someone you know. 

Call Richard Wyatt at Greets Green 

Partnership on freephone 0800 953 0215 or 

email ric
hard_wyatt@sandwell.gov.uk 

Entries have
been flooding 
in for the 
Greets Green 
is Blooming
Marvellous
Competition.

The deadline for
contacting us to enter
the competition is 
Friday 29th August 2008.

Mr Worton's rose garden,Dartmouth Street.

Pauline Mullen of Bridge Street,
shows off her garden.

Icy Barnes and 
her vegetable

patch in Advent Gardens.

Asian vegetables
 in Mr Alom's

garden, Oak Lane.
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Residents in Greets Green are
really starting to look out for their
neighbours with the launch of
new Neighbourhood Watch
groups across the area.

Neighbourhood Watch is one of the
biggest and most successful crime
prevention initiatives UK-wide. It’s
based on a simple idea of getting together
with your neighbours to reduce local crime
and to make your neighbourhood a safer
and better place to live.

It’s not just about reducing crime – 
it’s about bringing local people closer
together and building a real community
spirit.

One of the newest groups in Greets
Green is based in the Lodge Road area,
and is currently trying to cover a large
patch including Edith Street, Oxford
Road, Grange Road and Bromford Lane. 

The plan is to divide it into much smaller
areas of responsibility for people to cover
in the future. Meetings are held once a
month at Lodge Primary School, and are
chaired by Kulwant Chopra, who lives in
and works from Lodge Road. 

“So far we have about 15 active
members,” he says. “The Police have 
been very helpful in getting the group set
up.” Other Neighbourhood Watch groups
have been set up in Mason Street and
Swan Village.

If you’d like to set up a
Neighbourhood Watch scheme in
your area, please call Helene Elder,
Community Partnerships Officer at
West Midlands Police on  0845 113
5000 ext. 7911 6879.

Be a good neighbour!

TAKE A BREAK IN...

Woolacombe, Devon

� Half board 
� En-suite rooms
� 1 full day and 1 half

day excursion
� Salsa dance classes

� Evening entertainment
� Use of hotel gym and

swimming pool 
� Return travel  

Monday 20th 

to Friday 24th

October 2008

only

£185.00

To book call Greets Green Community Enterprises on 0121 525 2772

Price includes:

Clamping
down on drugs
People living in the Lodge Road
area have already been told about
one local crime-fighting success.

PC Andy Ward spoke to members at a
recent Neighbourhood Watch meeting
about the land next to the pathway from
Lodge Road to Victoria Street which
had become a haven for drug users. 

He explains: “When a resident in Lodge
Road called the Police to report the
drug taking we went to investigate.
There was a big hole in the hedge and
we counted over 100 used needles
scattered around the place.”

Initially, it was uncertain who the land
belonged to, but it has now been
decided that the land will be fenced 
off and given by Midland Metro to the
hospital, which owns the adjacent land.
About 150 yards of fencing is being
erected and scrub land will be cleared
to stop anyone hiding in it.

PC Ward is also going to speak to
Midland Metro about safety measures 
or the walkway including lighting and
cameras, and has been in touch with
British Transport Police who will be
increasing their patrols along the Metro
walkway in the Greets Green area.

He said: “The Neighbourhood Watch
meeting saw a huge turn out of local
people from all the neighbouring roads
which was fantastic.”
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On Saturday 28th June, The Public
opened its doors for the first time and
the Greets Green Magazine was there
to find out more. 

Brian McKinstrie, Greets Green
Partnership’s Communications & PR
Manager went along with residents and
Board members Ann Coll and Fajli Bibi,
and youth forum members Natasha
Wooliscroft and Hannah Pearsall. They
joined the other 8,000 local people who
stepped inside during the weekend. Here
they share their thoughts of the visit…

Board member and local resident Fajli
Bibi, who represents the Lodge Road
area, came along with her son. She
explains: “The building looks like
something out of this world. It exceeded
my expectations. My son keeps saying
‘when are we going to go back?’ We
were really impressed.”

Walking into the ground floor area you
start to get a sense of why The Public
building is different.  It’s really spacious
and very pink with lots of shiny stainless
steel, giving a futuristic feel.

The entrance to the Public Galley is on
the third floor and it’s here among the
abstract steel trees that you start your
interactive journey by inputting
information about yourself which is stored
in a data card worn around your neck. 

As you carry on round the gallery,
walking down a sloping walkway which
curls round the building, the exhibits
recognise you and add information to
your personal profile by asking you
questions such as what mood you’re 
in and which colours you like.

Natasha Wooliscoft and Hannah
Pearsall, both Greets Green Young
Advisors, were very impressed. “It’s

THE PUBLIC 

“...My son keeps
saying ‘when are
we going to go
back?’ We were
really impressed.”

Whatever you think, you simply can’t miss The Public building in West
Bromwich! Its distinctive pink and black exterior has dominated the skyline
in the Town Centre for quite a while now, whilst lots of unseen activity has
been taking place inside getting the building r eady for opening.

WE LOVED IT! 
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The Public building is the first major initiative in the ongoing, 
long-term regeneration programme for West Bromwich. At its heart 
is the Public Gallery, which is an interactive arts experience with lots 
of activities for visitors to take part in using state-of-the-art computer
technology.

The building also houses a theatre, recording studios, creative office space, event and conference spaces,
and a cafe bar. Look out for details of the films, art, gigs and concerts, dance and drama workshops

which are booked for the coming months. Conferences, seminars and meetings will also be held here. 

Entry to the building itself is free but you have to pay to visit the Public Gallery, which will open 
fully later in the year.

To find out more call The Public on 08455 211929.
www.thepublic.com

amazing,” said Hannah. “It’s good to 
see such different things. You just want
to get involved. This visit has really
changed my view of the building.”

Natasha added: “I liked all the different
technologies and the photos and video
screens featuring local people. When 
I first got here I thought it was going 
to be full of paintings, like a traditional
art gallery but it’s more interactive 
than anything. 

“I think kids and teenagers will really 
get into it. It shouldn’t be called an art
gallery. This is much more about you

getting involved with what’s here. 
You can play games and do things you
wouldn’t ever think are possible, 
like opening the drawers of virtual
flowerbeds and leaving secrets in them!”

Even the gallery shop is different.  
Here, you can output your own piece 
of art that’s been created as you’ve
walked round and reacted to the
different parts of the gallery. 

There are loads of items to choose from
– including T-shirts, mugs, key rings,
fridge magnets and tags. Stepping
outside after our tour, Ann Coll, who

represents Oak House North on the
Partnership Board, admitted her views
had changed.

“I was against the building initially,” she
explains.  “I think now it’s here, it’ll bring
some more visitors to the town and do
some good,” she explains.

Fajli summed up by saying: “The building
should be promoted internationally so 
that people outside England know where
Sandwell is. This will really put us on the
map, locally, nationally and internationally
as well. I’m looking forward to it!”

“I think now it’s here,
it’ll bring some more
visitors to the town
and do some good”



The Hindu community in Greets Green
is celebrating years of hard work
coming to fruition, following extensive
refurbishment of its community centre.

The Shree Krishna Mandir Community
Centre at 81 Old Meeting Street is now 
a warm and welcoming multi-purpose
venue which caters for all and will inspire
future generations.

An extended new hall includes
redecorated walls and ceilings, new
windows and doors, and beautiful new
flooring and lighting in the dining area.

There is also a new kitchen on the first
floor and a new toilet block, while another
room has been equipped as a computer
suite. The revamp took place in three
phases and has seen the transformation
of an old school hall into a venue fit for
the 21st century.

The two year project was made possible
with funding and support from Greets
Green Partnership, and from the many
volunteers in the community who whole-
heartedly backed the endeavour – and
who now continue to do so.

Jayesh Patel, Chairman of the Krishna
Community Forum, which is part of the
temple’s management committee, said:
“Everybody has supported this project,
which was funded by Greets Green
Partnership, and helped to make it a
success.”

Now the community is making the most
of its new look centre and is keen to
encourage all local groups to use the
refurbished facilities.

communitypage
If you would like your community group or organisation to be featured on this page, contact Communications & PR Manager,
Brian McKinstrie, at Greets Green Partnership on Freephone 0800 953 0215 or email brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk
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HINDU COMMUNITY
CELEBRATES ITS 
NEW-LOOK CENTRE

The hall, rooms and kitchen at the Centre are available for hire. 

For further information and to arrange to have a look around the

building, call Jayesh Patel on 07779 706 530.

Many activities
A variety of activities are planned for the
newly refurbished centre. Those which
already take place include:
� VISAMO luncheon club for elderly

members of the community, which
meets on Wednesdays from 11am -
2.30pm

� Smarty Club for young children aged
0-8 years, which meets on Fridays
from 6.30pm and provides creative
activities, sing songs and active play



First year celebrated

NEWS FROM Greets Green Community Enterprises
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Greets Green Community Enterprises (GGCE) has celebrated its first year of
operating at Wood Lane Community Centre with a special party attended by 
250 people and its Annual General Meeting.

Andrew Rainsford, Chief Executive of GGCE, said: “We invited groups that have a
connection with the Community Centre to put on displays showing how they encourage
people to join in. Visitors were also able to tuck into African-Caribbean food and relax 
with an Indian head massage.”

At the AGM, GGCE’s accounts and annual report were presented which showed
what a successful year it’s been.

Greets Green Community Enterprises

(GGCE) is providing a vital ingredient

for local cake making business ‘Kiss

Me Cupcakes’ – its kitchens! 

Local residents Dalvinder Cheema 

and Mary Ashman recently started the

company which makes gourmet cupcakes

for parties, baby showers and weddings,

but needed somewhere big enough to get

their baking done. GGCE stepped in by

renting them the kitchen at Wood Lane

Community Centre by the hour.

Mary Ashman of Kiss Me Cupcakes said:

“We experimented at home to get our

recipes just right, but when we got an

order to bake 200 cupcakes for an NHS

party our kitchen just wasn’t big enough! 

Eventually we’d like to open our own

shop, but until then it will be really

helpful to have access to a professional

kitchen whenever we need it.”

The pair recently returned from

travelling the world and their business

idea was inspired by a stay in Sydney,

Australia, where they were regulars at 

a local cupcake shop. 

They’ve now come back to Greets Green

to set up an ethical business which 

uses local produce, free range eggs, 

and does its best to minimise its effect

on the environment.

Andrew Rainsford, Chief Executive of

GGCE, said: “Dalvinder and Mary are

going to be using our kitchen on a pay-

as-you-go basis. We’re willing to offer

this to anyone else running a catering

business in the area.”

If you’d like to order some gourmet

cupcakes, Kiss Me Cupcakes can be

contacted on 0752 313 9269.  The

minimum order is just six cupcakes.

NEW AFTER-
SCHOOL CLUB
A new after-school club is coming 
to Wood Lane Community Centre
from September. It will run from 
3.00 – 6.00pm, five days a week for
youngsters aged from three to 11.

Allison Franks explained: “The club is
moving from Ryders Green Primary
School to Wood Lane from September.
We’ll provide the children with snacks
and they can get their homework done.
Younger children will have playtime and
reading time and general activities.”

Interested in booking a place? call
Allison on 0121 525 2772.

BOLLYWOOD
CLOSE TO HOME
Have you ever watched a Bollywood

film and wished you could dance like

the actors and actresses on screen?

Bollywood dance classes – which are

also a great way to keep fit – are coming

to Wood Lane Community Centre soon.

Watch this space for details.

SWEET TASTE OF SUCCESS

To enquire about using the

Wood Lane kitchens, contact

GGCE on 0121 525 2772.
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My Home
My Choice
Greets Green Sandwell Homes
tenants who may want to consider
‘down-sizing’ have been finding out
more about the options available
thanks to a project called My Home,
My Choice.

The aim is to ensure residents living in
properties classified as ‘under-occupied’
have opportunities to move if they want
to, and are given the support they need
to do so. 

The joint project by Greets Green
Partnership, Sandwell Homes and
Sandwell Council saw a survey of tenants
carried out earlier this year in order to find
out: “If people were to move, what would
they want.”

A key aim throughout has been to deal
with any worries older people might have.
Agewell was employed to interview elderly
tenants, while Housing Officers from the
Greets Green Neighbourhood Office
interviewed other tenants.

Following the survey, residents joined in 
a group to discuss what type of support
should be considered for people who do
decide that they either wish to, or need
to, move to a smaller home. A tour was
then organised so residents could visit

different properties in Sandwell. It
included visiting maisonettes, flats and
bungalows across Sandwell, and a
chance to talk to tenants living in these
types of homes.

Among those who took part and found it
to be a positive experience was Jessica
Ferguson, who is also a Community
Representative on the Board of Greets
Green Partnership.

She said: “It was quite enlightening
because there was a wide selection of
properties to see and we were able to 
ask a lot of questions which was good.
It also gave tenants an opportunity to
discuss their own situations with each
other. I think it’s a good initiative because
there’s no pressure, and it allows people
to see what choices there are and what
they can get if they move.”

A steering group including members
of Sandwell Council, Sandwell Homes
and Greets Green Partnership has
been driving the My Home, My Choice
project forward to ensure tenants are
happy.

Survey results revealed people wanted
more support to help them with moving 
– not just cash incentives, but hand-
holding practical help.

As a consequence, Sandwell Homes 
has since allocated money through the
Tenants Incentive Scheme for those 
who need financial support or help with
moving. For example, it might include
paying towards relocation costs or
helping with the disconnection and
reconnection of utilities, or providing 
a handy person to help put up new
curtains.

There are also cash incentives being
offered to encourage people to downsize
where appropriate, to release larger
properties for re-letting.

Sandwell Council and Sandwell Homes
also hope to give priority to residents who
want to transfer from properties they feel
are too large for them to manage. Plus,
the Council will be discussing the project
findings with future housing developers 
so that housing is suitable for under-
occupied tenants who want to move.

Marianne Monro, Commissioning and
Projects Officer for Housing at Greets
Green Partnership, said: “This project is
not just about talking – it’s about taking
action. Thanks to a combination of
resident involvement and partners
working together, residents can now 
see things are happening for them.”

Taking action together

SURVEY
RESULTS
The survey resulted in 128 completed
questionnaires, half of which were
from tenants in properties
considered to be under-occupied.

The majority of these tenants said they
were happy living in larger properties,
however 27 said they had considered
or would consider moving.  Of these:
� Nearly three-quarters would prefer 

a bungalow, while 13% would
consider sheltered housing.

� When asked the minimum number
of bedrooms they would consider,
almost half said one bedroom, 
while the other half wanted a two-
bedroom home.

� 66% would want to move within 
a 15-minute walk of their current
address.

� Just over a third wanted support with
moving, while the other two thirds
either wanted help with finding a new
house or financial/benefits advice.

� 60% wanted financial help with
removal costs.
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Future plans for West Bromwich

But it’s not too late to have your say; 
“We needed to get feedback from local
people with an interest in the future of
West Bromwich at this stage,” explained
Nick Bubalo, Principal Local Policy
Planner for Sandwell Council.

“But that doesn’t mean that we don’t 
want to hear from people now. In fact 
the opposite is true. 

We have such big plans for West Bromwich
that they will take time to fully realise and
there will be opportunities at further stages
in the process for people to provide
information about how they see the town
working in the future.”

The West Bromwich Area Action Plan
looks at eight key opportunity areas;

1 – The main shopping area; Will
include a significant retail extension and
major refurbishment of existing facilities.

2 – A new Office & Cultural Quarter;
Will give West Bromwich the ability to
attract new jobs to the area and expand
the Town Centre. 

3 – The Eastern Gateway;
Redevelopment of the entrance to the
Town Centre from Trinity Way.

4 – Junction 1; Making better use of
land right by the motorway network to
promote the local economy, with new
facilities for business.

5 – The Lyng Estate; Already emerging
as one of the key edge of town residential
locations – alongside Greets Green – and
like Greets Green it will also see further
development work over the next few
years to meet the needs of the new West
Bromwich.

6 – Carters Green/Greets Green;
Improvements to the infrastructure are

being planned that will help reinforce 
the distinct character of Carters Green.

7 – Brandon Way – Canalside West
Bromwich; The Canalside area is being
looked at as a location that could offer a
high quality, well-designed living
environment. 

8 - Northern Residential Quarter;
Mainly envisaged as being residential.

‘It’s important to stress that we are at the
preferred options stage – which is why we
need to hear from people.  As we look at
the next stage of these plans we need
people to provide their opinions and tell
us what they expect in terms of the
provision of services and facilities.  That
applies equally to residential areas,
business and retail developments.’

For more details call the Planning
Policy Section at Sandwell Council on
0121 569 4253, or to view the Pr eferred
Options document online go to:
www.sandwell.gov.uk and search for
‘West Bromwich Area Action Plan’.

PARTNERSHIP NEWS HEALTH

Jenny Brown loves working with children – and has even been commended for
it. She registered as a childminder in 2006, but only started working as one in
September 2007.  Now she’s been given a top rating – Outstanding - by the
Government’s Ofsted team of inspectors.

“The inspectors said it was very good 
to be given ‘outstanding’ on my first
inspection. I was shocked,” Jenny
explains.

Jenny, who has one grown-up son, looks
after three youngsters aged two and a
half, four and six. They go with her to
Greets Green Children’s Centre and to
the toy library at Lyng Primary, and Jenny
also attends childminders’ meetings on
weekends at the Children’s Centre.

She said: “Previously I’ve worked in
nurseries and as a dinner lady. 
Becoming a childminder is the best
decision I’ve ever made in my life. 

Watching the children change and 
grow every day is fantastic. I’m always
smiling because of the joy they bring.
Their parents are also really positive 
about the way I work with them.”

And her home is happy too with
cheerfully decorated rooms. “The
children are more comfortable when 
they can see bright colours on the 
walls and I think that helped me gain 
the ‘outstanding’ rating,” Pauline says.
“I’m delighted.”

To find out more about local
childcare options, call Greets Green
Children’s Centre on 0121 612 5131.

If you’d like to find out more about
alcohol and wellbeing issues, or
simply enjoy a ‘cuppa’ and a friendly
chat, a new drop-in session has been
launched in Greets Green.

The Greets Green Community Alcohol
project and the Healthy Minds
programme are running drop-in sessions
at Lodge Road Community Centre, once
a fortnight, Mondays  2.00 – 4.00pm. 

Julie Davies from the Healthy Minds
project says: “Anyone who needs a 
chat can come in and talk to us. There’s
no charge and we even provide free 
tea, coffee and biscuits! Our service is
confidential and we can often help just
by talking or by pointing people in the
right direction.”

For further information, call Debbie
Roberts at Aquarius on 07772 710446,
or Julie Davies at the Healthy Minds
project on 07884 202799.

JENNY IS OFFICIALLY OUTSTANDING! Call in for 
a cuppa

As the new Town Centre starts to take shape, Sandwell Council have been
consulting on the ‘preferred options’ detailed in their Area Action Plan for
West Bromwich. People have been able to give their opinions in writing up
until 4th August 2008.



Vice Chair of Greets Green
Partnership, Gurbachan Singh
Dhinsa of Beechwood Road, was
proud to receive his MBE from
Prince Charles at Buckingham
Palace recently.

He was awarded his MBE for Services
to the Community in the Queen’s New
Years Honours list.

Through his work for the Partnership,
Gurbachan has played a key role in

helping build a stronger community. 
He is also Chair of Greets Green
Community Enterprises (GGCE) and 
is on the Board of Trustees at Sandwell
College.

Gurbachan said: “Prince Charles 
asked me what was the secret to
communicating with the community and
I told him that you have to keep going
back to them. He was interested in
what we’re doing in Greets Green and
he told me that I was doing a great job.”
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greetnews
If you have any news get in touch. 
Call Barbryn on T: 01564 741847, 
E: susan@barbryn.co.uk 
or the Greets Green Partnership on T: 0800 953 0215,
E: brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

TELL US YOUR
STORIES
Local people are invited to share
traditional stories from their
cultures as part of an arts pr oject
being run by Greets Green
Children’s Centre.

Flo Reynolds, Deputy Manager, said:
“The first phase of the project looked 
at national symbols and we made a
banner. We then made rag dolls and
now we’re looking at traditional stories
from around the world.

“We want people to come in and tell 
us their traditional stories and we’ll put
them all together in a big textile book.
Everyone who takes part will be given 
a paper copy of the book and will be
credited for giving us their stories.”

To take part, call the Children’s
Centre on 0121 612 5124 to r egister.
You will then be invited to tell your
story to the community artist.

Crafts people from Greets Green have been sharing 
their skills with others at the Thursday afternoon
sessions at Wood Lane Community Centre.

Allison Franks has been organising the sessions for members
of the craft network she has set up. “People who work in
different crafts are taking it in turns to run a session and show
others how to make different items,” she says. 

“We’ve had a ceramic workshop where people made their 
own beads out of clay, a card workshop and glass painting.
Everybody is able to try a little bit of what the other members
do and learn from their expertise.”

Allison hopes to start the after noon workshops again.
Anyone interested in getting involved can call her on
0121 525 2772.Meet

the author
Come along to Sandwell Central Library
on the High Street and meet an author!

On Tuesday 23rd September, author
Bernardine Evaristo will be giving a talk from
7.30 - 9.30pm, while on Wednesday 29th

October you can hear Simon Clark.

Both events cost £3.00 (£1.50
concessionary). Call into the 

library or phone 0121 569 4904 
to book your tickets.

ROYAL AWARD

The Children's Centre’s recent Healthy Families event brought many people
together to look at sport and good food.

Marathon record-breaker, Dave Heeley was the guest of honour and provided inspiration
throughout the event. Families enjoyed a range of activities including a children's gym and
salsa sessions. Flo Reynolds said: "Despite the rain, lots of families turned out and
everybody had a great time. The event was about healthy lifestyles so we provided jacket
potatoes and the Healthy Food Team made their own healthy version of biscuits and ran
activities for the children.”

For more information about the Children’s Centre, call Flo on 0121 612 5131.

Healthy fun at Children’s Centre
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Flip magazine for 
‘young greets green’
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FATHERS’
DAY FUN
Fathers’ Day was marked with a
special event for ‘lads and their dads’
in Greets Green – though there was
plenty of fun for daughters too!

The Adult and Community Learning
project laid on a special family fun day
which attracted 20 families with a total 
of 37 children.

As well as enabling parents to find out
about all the courses available in the area,
the event provided lots of fun activities for
youngsters. They were able to make a
Fathers’ Day card, decorate a ceramic
mug, tile and coaster, and design their
own gift bag.

In the colouring competition, children
could design their own football kit and 
the winner received a football. People 
also learnt about relaxation techniques
such as hand, feet and head massages,
and could have a go at Aikido or learn
football skills.

For details of future events, call Nikki
Russell on 0121 525 6671.

A group of students who’d never touched a computer befor e were delighted to
receive certificates after taking an accredited course at Lodge Primary School.

The course called Computers Don’t Bite is an entry level ICT course which was organised
by the Greets Green Adult and Community
Learning project. It provides a very basic
introduction to computers and enables
students to progress to further courses.

For details of other courses organised by
the project, call 0121 525 6671.

The YMCA Day Nursery based at
Greets Green Children’s Centre has
been declared ‘Nursery of the Year’.

Sandwell Early Years, the council
department responsible for childcare
across the borough, gave the award within
just 18 months of the nursery opening.

Amy Morcom, Senior Nursery Co-ordinator,
said: “Everyone has worked really hard and
I’m really proud of what has been achieved
in such a short space of time. I would love
to invite any parents or carers who are
looking for a safe, stimulating and
educational environment for their child 
to pop down and see what we do.”

The nursery offers all parents ‘Free for 2’
which allows any 2 year old to have
seven and a half hours’ free nursery
education per week.

To find out more, contact the nursery
on 0121 533 1764 or e-mail
amy.morcom@wbymca.org.uk

TOP PRIZE FOR GREETS GREEN NURSERY

COMPUTERS DON’T BITE!

Sandwell Primary Care Trust 
is running another six week
Cookwell Course at Wood
Lane Community Centre
starting on 8th September.

This fun course will teach you how
to cook healthily and will look at
balanced meals, how to read food
labels and how to cut back on
fats, sugar and salt.

Interested? Call the Food Team
on 0121 612 2962.

LEARN TO

C
O

O
K

2 FOOTBALL
AWARDS
George Salter Collegiate
Academy and Ryders Green
Primary School have both
celebrated winning Charter
Standard Development School
awards from the FA.

Both schools earned County
winners’ prizes from the
Birmingham County FA for 
their good work in football
development with pupils, staff 
and the community.

Ryders Green teacher Paul
Hewitt-Clarkson said: “All at
Ryders Green love football and
the opportunities the children and
staff gain through it. It’s fantastic
to be awarded this merit.”



Pupils look 
to the future
with the Sustainable
Warmth project

Greets Green Young

Advisors are looking

for work

see page 21

Samba Saturdays 

at George Salter

Collegiate Academy

see page 22

Have a go at our 

prize competition,

open to all ages

see page 23
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Pupils look 
to the future
with the Sustainable
Warmth project

www.greetsgreen.sandwell.gov.uk



Don’t be shy, come and join the
Greets Green Youth Forum!

It’s a great chance to have a real say on local issues 
– as well as meeting other young people from all 
the different communities in Greets Green. 
Young representatives from the Yemeni, Bangladeshi,
Sikh, Hindu and Pakistani communities are now 
being sought.

Plans for the coming year include an educational project
looking at racism and drugs awareness, along with a range
of socials, days out and weekend trips away. 

To find out more about the Youth Forum, call Youth Officer
Ian Clews on 07810 850 981 or Youth Forum Chairman Rohim
Mohammed on 07932 544 103 or 07973 370 490.

Pupils in Greets Green have been
tackling the important issue of energy
head on before it starts to have a
major impact on their future.

Children from all five primary schools 
in the area have been working with the
Greets Green Sustainable Warmth
project to look at how to save energy
and what alternative sources of energy
there are.

They began by discussing the energy
saving measures they have at home, such
as loft and cavity wall insulation, before
thinking how their schools would be run 
in 50 years’ time. A highlight of the project
was visiting the Eco Centre at the Frank
Chapman Centre near Bewdley.

Having learnt much more about energy,
the pupils all gave a special presentation
to the Lord Mayor at George Salter
Collegiate Academy in June. They
designed posters and came up with other
creative ideas to explain how they’re going
to make things work in the future.

Cathy Kirby from the Sustainable Warmth
project said: “We wanted pupils to think
how things are physically going to be
powered in the future before they
become the ones who have to address
this. It’s a very important issue.”

For more information about the
Sustainable Warmth project, 
call Sandwell Warm Zone on 

0121 569 5015.
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BASKETBALL
TAKES OFF

More and more youngsters are getting on the ball now that
George Salter Collegiate Academy has been awar ded the

Basketball Mark 1 Star Award by England Basketball.

Basketball Mark rewards and recognises primary and secondary
schools for the quality of the basketball they offer for youngsters.

To achieve the award, George Salter has had to make a commitment 
to provide basketball to boys and girls in every year group.

Lisa Rashid, Sports Development Officer, says: “We’re running two after
school clubs a week and have a strong link with Sandwell Scorpions
Basketball Club. Pupils have the opportunity to progress their skills

and play competitive basketball as part of a club team.” 
Now the school is looking to achieve the two star award. 

To find out more about basketball at George
Salter Collegiate Academy, call Lisa

Rashid on 0121 553 4665.

Youth forum brings
communities together
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Examples of the sort of work 

the group can do include:

� Presenting information about a new project 

to a youth group on an organisation’s behalf.

� Running a consultation event.

� Designing a questionnaire and carrying out

surveys among youth groups, at schools or at

places where teenagers hang out.

� Publicising events or new services which 

young people need to know about.

� Making documents more attractive and

accessible to young people.

To find out more or to book the Young Advisors, contact Allison Franks at Greets Green Community Enterprises on 
0121 525 2772 or email allison.franks@ggce.co.uk

Experts for hire!

They recently carried out door to door
surveys and helped out at the Summer
event by running the stage and staffing a
stall - but there’s lots more they can do.

The Young Advisors are trained youth
consultants and can help guide local
authorities, housing associations, the Police
and other groups on how to work with and
engage young people.

There are six young advisors in total - Rohim
Mohammed, Hannah Pearsall, Natasha
Wooliscroft, Meharpreet Singh, Rohan
Bennett and Jasmin Khatun (not pictured).

Young Advisors is a national charity and
Greets Green’s group is the first one in
Sandwell – so don’t let it go to waste.

The Young Advisors say that because they’re
young, they’re more approachable and on 
the same wavelength as other young people,
and they understand current youth issues.

The group’s message is: “We think there are
lots of ways in which we could assist you.
What we may not have in experience we will
make up for in enthusiasm.”

Greets Green now has its own group of Young Advisors

who are willing to  take on lots of tasks in the local area – 

but they need you to help find 

them work.
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�Whatever you ask 
us to do, we’ll always try
to think of a new and
interesting way of doing it.�



The move from junior to secondary school can be a scary time, but ar ound 50 local primary school pupils r eceived
a helping hand this summer from the Place 2 Place project. 
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Youngsters in Greets Green have been learning how to play football
like the South American stars of the pr emier league thanks to the
Samba Saturdays sessions at George Salter Collegiate Academy.

The new style of coaching has proved a big hit and offers sessions 
based on close ball control, 1 v 1 dribbling techniques, ‘tricks and 
flicks’ activities and accurate passing practises. The sessions end with
game related activities such as Futsal, Joga Bonita and Samba 2’s.  

So what are Joga Bonita and Samba 2’s?

They both develop players’ use of space and timing skills in a tight area. 
They have only two or three players on each team so everyone gets more
opportunities to use the ball than in an 11-a-side match.

The goals are very small, so shots need to be close up and created
through good passing or creative skill.  No goal keepers
means counter-attacking, overlapping and decision
making, and runs off the ball become important.

UEFA Hat-Trick Officer for Greets Green, Dave
Lawrence, said: “The sessions allow children 
to be imaginative and express themselves 
as footballers. They also offer a fantastic 
chance for children to meet new friends from
the local area.”

Participants pay £1 and play from 11am to
noon. Parents can leave their children with the
WBA coaches and pick them up at the end. 

To join in, call Dave on 07904 588095.

LEARN TO PLAY LIKE A 

ON SAMBA SATURDAYS

With a week of creative activities
including drama workshops, crafts and
puppet making, children from Lyng,
Newtown and Lodge Primary Schools
got the chance to have some fun and
get to know each other before the big
move up to George Salter Collegiate
Academy.

Trained counsellors from the Head 2
Head counselling service were also on
hand to provide support and guidance
for nervous pupils.

Project Leader, Carol Prendergast, said:
“Teachers nominate children who may
need extra help with the transition to
secondary school. 

We support them through group work,
counselling and workshops at primary
school and then the summer school at
George Salter Collegiate Academy.

“The scheme helps children deal with
any anxieties and worries they may
have and allows them to develop some

of the social skills they’ll need in their
new school.”

This is the third year the scheme has
been run and it’s proved a great
success in helping Year 6 pupils feel
more prepared for an important new
school year.

MOVING ON UP

To find out more about the
Place 2 Place project, call
0121 612 1803.
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Please fill in your details using BLOCK CAPITALS.

Name:

Address:

Tel No. Age: 

co
m

p
e

ti
ti

o
n

Simply send your entry by 12th September 2008 to:
Magazine Competition, FREEPOST GREETS GREEN
PARTNERSHIP (no stamp required). The first three
correct entries out of the hat will each win a £10
voucher.

Congratulations
to Mohinder Kaur, Sukhveer
Bal and Elonia Johnson who
each won a £10 voucher
from the June/July
competition.

Summer is upon us and it’s a time for holidays and fun!  Why
not try and find all 12 of the related words in the grid below
to be in with a chance of winning one of this month’s £10
shopping vouchers.   

SUNSHINE HOLIDAY HAPPY SWIMMING 

PLAY GAMES PARTY LAUGHTER

FRIENDS RELAX SMILE FUN

corner
S M I L E P H O R F L

U I O R E L A X T V A

N U P S A Z P L F C U

S Y P D M X P I U D G

H O L I D A Y K N E H

I T A F N C M U G W T

N R Y F G V J B P S E

E E L G A M E S A X R

F R I E N D S Y R X H

Q W K J H B N H T Z H

S W I M M I N G Y A Q

Coaches from West Bromwich Albion FC
Community Programme worked alongside
some new volunteers to run football
coaching sessions in the mornings
including dribbling, heading, passing and
shooting drills.

Then in the afternoons, youngsters used
their new skills and made new friends by

taking part in football, cricket, rounders
and dodgeball tournaments.

Dave Lawrence, Hat-Trick Officer for
Greets Green, said: “These camps are 
a great chance for children to develop
their skills, meet others and find an
alternative to sitting at home playing
computer games. They also give parents

a chance to get things done during the
half term break!”

The Hat-Trick project provides
footballing opportunities for all 
ages across Greets Green. 
Call Dave on 07904 588095 or 
email dave.lawrence@wbacp.co.uk
for more details.
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nNearly 40 children from the Greets Green area were treated to four days of sporting fun and games over the Whitsun
half term, thanks to the UEFA Hat-Trick project. 
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