COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

APRIL/MAY 2006

GET GOING IN
GREETS GREEN
Timetable of
healthy activities

Cash boost
for Community
Groups
£
to 1o
k f
se en f b
e
pa in oo
ge si
k
19 de

GROUPS BENEFIT FROM
COMMUNITY FUND

Issue 23
Front cover:
The Lyng Shotokan Karate Club has been saved
from closure thanks to a grant from Greets
Green Partnership’s Community Fund.

welcome
to issue 23 of the Greets Green Magazine.

The Greets Green magazine is distributed
to every household in the New Deal for
Communities area, and to other NDCs
nationally. If you live in the Greets Green NDC
area and do not receive a copy then please
call us on freephone 0800 953 0215.
Magazine Contact Details:
Call Barbryn direct on
T: 01564 741847, E: susan@barbryn.co.uk
Or Greets Green Partnership on
T: 0800 953 0215,
E: brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk
Issue 24 will be published in
June/July 2006.

Do you know how many activities are on your doorstep in Greets Green? Take a look
at our timetable on the centre pages which lists just some of the great classes, clubs
and groups which are active in the area. Why not give some of them a go with your
family, friends and neighbours? All these activities rely on residents joining in to make
sure that they can continue in the future, so take your pick!
Turn to page 7 to read about some local women who’ve done just that. They
ventured into a swimming pool for the very first time and have learnt to swim in a
matter of weeks through Greets Green Partnership’s Social Swimmers project.

It seems that local people of all ages are starting to take advantage of the
opportunities in Greets Green. Lots of groups have now applied for Community Fund
grants – find out what they’ve been using their grants for on page 4. In Young Greets
Green, read about all the youngsters who are enjoying the new Hat Trick Community
Football project. And the great news is, this project is open to adults too!
As this is your magazine, we’ve been out and about asking what you think of it and
how we could improve it. Your feedback is featured on page 17, but if you didn’t take
part in our survey, get in touch with your views.

Happy reading!
Produced on behalf of Greets Green Partnership
by Barbryn Ltd
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CASH BOOST for Co
A dozen groups in Greets Green are in line for a major boost after applying
for grants from Greets Green Partnership’s Community Fund.
The fund was launched last June and
groups working in Greets Green can
apply for grants of up to £1,000 in any
financial year. A specially trained panel
of local residents then decides which
applications are successful.
So far 16 local groups have applied for a
grant, seven have already been successful
and five are deferred awaiting further
information. “That means that up to 75%
get a yes!” says Neighbourhood Support
Officer, Bob Lloyd.
The panel meets every five weeks and
aims to award grants to projects which
fall under one of the Partnership’s five
priorities – community involvement, safer
communities, reducing health inequalities,
improving educational achievement and
improving economic prospects. The
grants are quite flexible but cannot be
used for individual benefit, social events
or pleasure trips.
Groups need a set of rules, sometimes
called a constitution, and a bank account,
but plenty of help is on hand fr om the
Neighbourhood Support Team if applicants
have any queries or need support
throughout the application process. And
if groups are unsuccessful, advice with
finding other sources of funding is provided.
“We would encourage every local gr oup
to apply,” says Bob. “They provide vital
activities for local residents, often on a
shoestring, and deserve a financial boost
so that they can continue their work in
the community.”
Grants are already being received by
local groups from the Community Fund.
These include groups providing youth
activities, older people’s events and those
meeting the needs of diverse sectors of
the community.
Lodge Road Boxing Club and the XL
Fitness Club have both secured grants,
along with Ryders Green Methodist Day
Centre which was awarded a grant to
employ a care worker with knowledge
of black and minority ethnic gr oups for
six months.
4
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Boost for Bacon
Butties & Bingo
A local social group for elderly people run by dedicated Greets Green
resident, Pam Jackson (pictured below) is among the groups to have
already gained a Community Fund grant.
About 20 members of Swan V illage Social Group meet for a weekly br eakfast
club on Tuesday mornings at Pam’s home in Phoenix Street. The popularity of
the group left Pam struggling to manage with just her own kitchen equipment
and crockery, so she applied to the Community Fund for a grant.
It has helped to buy items such as plates, cutlery and a micr owave, so the
group can continue providing a place to meet for elderly neighbours, and meet
the demand for Pam’s legendary bacon butties.
Pam says: “We set up a coffee morning for the elderly in the summer and then
when it got colder we decided to do a br eakfast club. We have about 20 people
each week for a natter and a laugh.
“We used to have different people popping in and having a cof fee, so we
thought we might as well get them all in at the same time and they really enjoy
it. It gives them a couple of hours out and helps them to make friends.”
Pam’s friends, Ann Myrie and Pat Price
help to run the group and they’ve now
launched a Wednesday evening Bingo
Club too.
Among their regular guests is Vera Barnes,
aged 87, who says it’s a home from
home: “It’s fabulous. It’s comfortable and
convenient and when you have a br eakfast
you don’t want anything else all day. We
have a good laugh.”

mmunity Groups
Residents Drop In
Greets Green Pakistani Community Group plans to
create a drop-in centre, which will be open by Easter,
next to their Dartmouth Street mosque, thanks to a
Community Fund grant. It will allow them to convert a
room for advice surgeries, meetings and of fice space
to help them grow and expand.

Pakistani Men’s Development Worker, Imran Khan says:
“One of the main things the Pakistani community is lacking is
a base where people can get together to discuss any issues
and concerns in the community. This drop-in centre will enable
people to share ideas and will provide an essential platform for
the community. Without the grant we wouldn’t have had the
capital to renovate the room.”
The grant has helped to cover the costs of decorating, fur niture,
cabinets and carpets, along with publicising the new centr e in
the community.

Saved from Closure
Without its Community Fund grant, L yng Shotokan Karate Club was faced with closure. Instructor, Jane Harbach
applied for the grant so that youngsters in Greets Green could continue taking part in the sport.
The grant is being used towar ds general running costs such as room hire and equipment including fans, secur e cupboards
and protective body pads, plus trophies for the children, which Jane has previously paid for herself.
She says: “The grant is brilliant for us because it means we can give something back to the community and the kids r eally
benefit. The main thing for me is that the
kids can walk away from my classes with
confidence. If they can stand up and say
‘no’ to someone who’s bullying them and
stop getting hurt, then I’ve done my job.”
The club meets at Lodge Road
Community Centre on Mondays from
7.00 to 9.00pm and caters for childr en
from the age of six upwar ds and adults.

i

To find out more about
Community Fund grants
and how you can apply, call
Bob Lloyd at Greets Green
Partnership on freephone
0800 953 0215.
Greets Green Magazine April/May 2006
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COMMUNITY PAGE

If you would like your community group to be featured on this page,
contact Communications Officer, Brian McKinstrie, at Greets Green Partnership
on Freephone 0800 953 0215 or email brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

The Masonic Hall in Edward Street
dates back to 1889 and was built
by the same architect who was also
responsible for the Town Hall on the
High Street.
Full of character and complete with
a mosaic floor, the building is, not
surprisingly, an attraction for local
historical societies. But, did you know
it’s also available for community groups
and individuals in Greets Green who
want to hire it for events such as
meetings or seminars, parties,
birthdays, weddings or christenings?
The hall is basically a big club house
for about 200 members of nine dif ferent
Masonic Lodges which meet there.
Those who manage it are keen to
ensure that the community can also
benefit from its facilities, which include
a large dining hall and kitchen.
It was bomb-damaged in the Second
World War and fell into disrepair but
since then about £30,000 has been
spent on restoration, and Greets Green
Partnership awarded a £9,800 grant to
re-roof the dining hall.

HISTORIC MEETING
PLACE FOR ALL
When it comes to finding a place for meetings or events,
there’s one place available for Greets Green residents which
offers an unusual historic venue.

i

If you would like to book The Masonic Hall in Edward Street for an event, or
would like further information, contact Alan Siddall on 01902 761494 or
Robert Hogg on 0121 358 6800.
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Alan Siddall, Secretary of Walton Walker
Lodge, says: “The Masonic Hall is her e
for people to use if they’r e looking for a
venue. I like to think it’s a nice venue
with all its history. We’d love to see
more local residents using it.”

Women from Greets Green have
really taken the plunge by lear ning
to swim just a few weeks after
gaining confidence in a swimming
pool for the first time in their lives.
Greets Green Partnership’s groundbreaking Social Swimmers project
was developed to create special
women-only swimming sessions
so that local people could lear n this
life-saving skill and have some fun
in the pool.
Local feedback revealed many women
in Greets Green were keen to go
swimming but were very nervous about
using a community pool. Some had
never dipped their toe in the water of
a pool in their lives befor e while others
had not ventured to a swimming pool
in more than 20 years. Several
women, for religious and cultural
reasons, wanted reassurance that
there would be no men at the pool
while they were there.
A programme of 10 women-only
sessions was arranged at T ipton
Swimming Pool last year, and 36
women took part from the Sikh,
Muslim, Yemeni, Bangladeshi, African
Caribbean and Hindu communities in
Greets Green.
The swimmers had the pool completely
to themselves with blacked out windows
and female lifeguards and instructors.
During the weekly classes the women
were encouraged to simply have a splash
around with floats to gain their confidence
and to take part in gentle aqua aer obics.
When it emerged that 80 per cent of
the group couldn’t swim, further funding
from the Primary Care Trust was
secured so that the Social Swimmers
project could continue.
Starting in January, 14 women
undertook swimming lessons at T ipton
for five weeks. At the end of the course,
a further 14 women started lessons.

While the swimmers were in the pool,
other members of the group took part in
Extend, a gentle exercise class.
Acting Diversity Officer, Sam Watts, who
organised the project along with Health
Development Facilitator, Sally Sandel, is
delighted the women have enjoyed the
sessions so much. She said: “These ar e

women who couldn’t get in the water a
few weeks ago and now they’r e
learning how to swim! They’ve done so
well.”

i

To find out more about the Social
Swimmers project, contact Sam
Watts at Greets Green Partnership on
freephone 0800 953 0215.

The Social Swimmers
All the women taking part in the swimming sessions have been enjoying
their time in the water and with each other .
The Social Swimmers project has given them a chance
to learn how to swim or impr ove their technique, or
simply gain greater confidence in the pool.
Local grandmother, Hazel, aged 67 (pictured right),
has shown that you’re never too old to jump in at
the deep end and lear n a new activity! She said:
“I’ve always wanted to
swim. Then this opportunity
came along and so I went
with it. I’ve really enjoyed the
sessions and the company of the other women
who’ve been taking part. It’s been fun.”
Surrinder, aged 65 (pictured left), who is also a
grandmother, added: “I’ve enjoyed it too and it's
good exercise. Having the group provided a good
opportunity to go swimming. I can swim a little but I’m
improving my technique. It’s nice that it’s women only.”
Greets Green Magazine April/May 2006
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS Health

PASSPORT TO A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE
Older people in Greets Green are being given their very own Healthy
Passport! The scheme encourages the over 50s to become fitter and healthier
by taking part in activities which ear n them points towards prizes.
The ‘Passport’ highlights various things local older people can do to impr ove their
health and wellbeing. When you r each set targets, not only do you feel healthier , you
can claim a reward such as a free meal, a free pair of non-slip slippers, a leisur e pass
or a £20 shopping voucher.

Eugene’s
here to help
OSCAR Sandwell has appointed its
first Development Officer to help
expand its work with people
affected by Sickle Cell or
Thalassaemia.
Eugene Makore started in the part-time
role in December and is involved with
the Expert Patients Programme, a
course run to help local people living
with long-term illnesses, and the Level
Advance Self-Help Group.
He explained about the group: “It’s for
people who suffer from Sickle Cell, to
help them cope better and pr ovide
leisure time activities for them. This may
be enjoying arts and crafts activities,
taking part in cookery sessions or just
having a talk.

“I want to raise awareness
– that’s my main job.”
Sickle Cell and Thalassaemia are
inherited blood disorders which mainly
affect people of African, AfricanCaribbean, Asian and Mediterranean
origin. OSCAR (Organisation for Sickle
Cell & Anaemia Research) helps people
learn more about the disorders, how
they can be screened and how they can
best stay healthy.
Two of Eugene’s first projects at OSCAR
are setting up a new healthy eating
programme and spreading the word
about a new card game called Nutro
Battles, which is aimed at childr en to
emphasise the importance of a healthy
diet through a fun trumps game.

i
8

Eugene Makore can be contacted at
OSCAR on 525 0556.
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Maggie Turner (left) and Ruby Francis look
through the new Healthy Passport.

New Slippers!
Grandmother, Ruby Francis has
already earned enough points on
her Passport for a free pair of nonslip slippers – but she’s continuing
to work towards gaining more.
Despite various health problems,
Ruby, who has just tur ned 82, is
determined to keep as active as
possible. She’s been earning points
by taking part in a range of activities
including attending a falls prevention
group, getting her flu and pneumonia
jabs and having someone assess her
home safety. She plans to get her
eyes tested next.
“I’m trying to do everything on the
Passport,” she said. “I think it’s a
marvellous idea! I’m going to carry on
and see how many points I can get to
make me feel better in myself. I want
to feel I’ve achieved something.”

Activities include having an accident
prevention assessment in the home,
stopping smoking, eating healthily,
getting flu and pneumonia vaccinations,
having medication check ups and
joining in fitness activities such as
walking or dance.
Co-ordinator for Older People, Terry
Chikurunhe, said: “It’s really an incentive
scheme to encourage older people to
be involved in healthy activities. It’s
already proving really popular.”
Over 110 people have so far signed up
to the Healthy Passport and lots mor e
are interested.
Greets Green Older People’s
Champion, Maggie Turner, said: “I’d say
to all older people, ‘go for it!’ Not only
can you get fitter and feel better about
yourself, you can make friends and
earn points for rewards. You can do it
if you try!”

i

If you would like to sign up for your
Healthy Passport, call Maggie or
Terry on 601 2208.

Forum for Healthy Debate
Residents across Greets Green have been sharing their views on health and
helping to shape services and pr ojects for the future at the Community Health
Forums. The Forum was launched last May to keep r esidents updated on
developments in health services, as well as enabling them to have their say
on any health issues or concer ns they may have.
It’s now become a lively gr oup with usually about 20 people attending, spanning all
age ranges and backgrounds, from Youth Forum members to older people of
retirement age and local health pr oject workers. Meetings are usually held on the
second Wednesday of each month, and start at 5.00pm with r efreshments and a
‘Topic of the Month’ chosen by members. Pr evious sessions have included bird flu,
sickle cell and mental health awar eness.

i

If you’d like to take part in the
Community Health Forums, call
Sally Sandel on 612 1663 or Kate Massey
on 612 1606.

Forthcoming

Every meeting ends with an informative discussion, wher e members are encouraged to
update the group on any information they
might like to share. If residents need a chance
to discuss confidential issues with the Gr eets
Green health team, they can dr op in at
10th May at 5.00pm –
4.30pm before the main Forum meeting.
Community Room,

Health Forums:

Guns Village Primary School
14th June at 5.00pm –
OSCAR, Lodge Road

CHILD SAFETY
WEEK TAKING
SHAPE
‘One big party with a serious
message behind it’ is how Child
Safety Week is being viewed this
year. Planning for the event, which
runs from 19th – 25th June, is now
well underway in Greets Green.
“The whole issue of child safety is
aimed at parents, but it's actually about
the children,” said Flo Reynolds, Child
Home Safety Development Worker.
“What we want to do this year is get
parents involved in thinking about safety
while their children enjoy themselves!
Keep your eyes peeled for mor e
information.”

i

Flo is keen for more members of
the community to be involved in
planning the week. Interested? Call
her on 525 0556.

PARTNERSHIP NEWS Crime & Community Safety

Reported & Sorted!
Greets Green Neighbourhood Wardens have been busy tackling the issues
which matter to local people and making a big dif ference throughout the
area. Here are just some of the pr oblems that have been reported and
sorted by the team.
Car parts dumped in Manley Close wer e proving an eyesore for local residents
so the Wardens got them removed by the Council the following day. The graffiti in
Whitgreave Street was removed in a week when the W ardens found out about it.

Manley Close before

& after

BRINGING
LIGHT TO
THE AREA
More than 250 old street lights
have been replaced in Greets
Green, making the area brighter
and safer for everyone.
The Greets Green Street Lighting
Improvement project, which started in
January, has been funded by nearly
£250,000 from Greets Green
Partnership. It’s hoped that improving
visibility on local streets will mean
fewer road traffic accidents and will
encourage residents to use the streets
after dark without feeling unsafe. This
will help reduce crime as busier
streets deter potential offenders.

The Wardens saw that the leaves outside Guns V illage Primary School were
creating a slipping hazard for children and parents so they got them clear ed up
and the school gates were safe once again.

Hugh Graham, from the Council’s
Street Lighting Unit which has
overseen the work, said: “We’ve
replaced the old street lights on certain
main roads in Greets Green and we’ve
already had a lot of good feedback
from residents about the project.”

i

i

When the Wardens discovered fly-tipping in Borwick Avenue, they got straight
onto the Council and within a week the sink, TV and boxes had been r emoved.

If you want something tackling in your neighbourhood, call the W ardens
on 580 4481.

For more details, contact Hugh
Graham on 569 4279.
Greets Green Magazine April/May 2006

9

PARTNERSHIP NEWS Housing & Urban Form

FREE
SECURITY
SCHEME
LAUNCHED
A free service improving home
security in Greets Green is proving
a big success with residents.
Greets Green Partnership, West
Midlands Police and Focus Housing
have joined forces to launch the Greets
Green Burglary Reduction Initiative
which is offering every household in the
area a free security survey and a fr ee
lock fitting service to prevent burglaries
and reduce the fear of crime.
The £248,000 scheme, which is funded
by Greets Green Partnership and

Think before
you throw
Local primary school children
are learning to ‘think before they
throw’ through a project with
Tipton Litter Watch.
The organisation’s aim is to improve
people’s understanding and enjoyment
of environmental issues and its latest
‘Think Before You Throw’ programme
is a hit with Greets Green pupils.
Schools have been given a pr ogramme
of lessons, ideas and activities which
encourage children to develop an
awareness of their environment and
how it can be sustained for the futur e.
An online study centre at
www.tiptonlitterwatch.co.uk
enables schools to exchange ideas
on environmental issues.
Lindsay Richmond, Environmental
Co-ordinator at Tipton Litter Watch,
said: “So far we have visited mor e
than 80 infant and primary schools
throughout Sandwell and the Council
is now funding our project for a further
year so we can work in secondary
schools.”

i
10

For more information, call T ipton
Litter Watch on 557 6001.
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Sylvia Brook (second left) with the home security service team.
delivered by Focus Housing, began
work last December and by February
had completed security upgrade work
to over 120 properties.
During January and February, work
concentrated on the Edith Street, Allen
Street and Chapman Street areas, before
moving to other parts of Greets Green.
Sylvia Brook lives in a bungalow in
Coyne Road with husband, George
and was delighted with the work done
through the scheme.
She said: "We’ve had window locks and

a chain put on the door. The workman
did a good job. I’m sur e everybody who
has work done will be pleased with it."
Phil Hartley, Crime & Community Safety
Manager for Greets Green Partnership,
said: "This is a major commitment by
the Partnership to reduce crime and
the fear of crime. Every Greets Green
resident is entitled to a fr ee survey and
can have free locks fitted to make them
feel more secure in their home."

i

For more information, or to book an
appointment for a free security
survey, call 565 0958.

CLEAN UP UNDERWAY
Litter and rubbish is being swept of f the streets of Greets Green as part of a
major new environmental project.
Greets Green Partnership’s Cleaner Environment Project has already seen a number of
targeted clean-ups, with the Wattle Road and Claypit Lane area being the first to benefit.
The work generated
positive feedback from
residents and was followed
up with further intensive
clean-up operations
across the area. Greets
Green Partnership’s
Neighbourhood Manager,
Rohit Mistry, said: “People
are starting to see a
change already and the
project has only just
begun.”
The recruitment of a four strong team dedicated to keeping Greets Green clean is now
set to continue the good work. They’ll tackle street cleansing, litter, graffiti, fly-tipping and
gully inspections – some of the top issues which r esidents have said need addressing.

i

To guide the work of the team, a steering gr oup of local people is curr ently being
set up. If you’d like to join the gr oup, call Rohit on 533 1866.

GET GOING
in Greets Green!
There’s lots to do in Greets Green, so why not get out
and about this Spring? Whatever your age and interests,
there’s a class, activity or event out there for you!

LEARNING FOR ALL AGES
Greets Green Partnership’s team of Community Lear ning Workers is making sure there’s plenty on the doorstep for
adults and youngsters to do in Gr eets Green. Based at the Community Access Points (CAPs) in local primary schools,
they’ve been making a whole range of activities available, fr om English and IT courses to play gr oups, library sessions
and school holiday fun.
They provide lots of information to help
people access existing courses and
activities in the area, whether it’s
gaining a new skill or qualification or
taking part in aerobics. And if there’s
no suitable course running, they liaise
with other service providers to help fill
the gap by setting one up.
Community Learning Worker, Saifa
Alkash, who’s based at Lodge Primary
School, explained activities there
included IT drop in sessions, English
courses, yoga, sewing, and a par ents’
workshop for those with nursery and
reception age children.
She said: “It’s really busy but it’s
rewarding because we’re creating
activities for children and their parents.”

Stinder Johl, Community Access Points Project Manager, is pictured with (l to r) Hannah
Alkash (Lyng Primary School); Sonya Williams (Ryders Green and Guns Village); Sandra
Brown; Judith Evans (Newtown Primary School); Yana Morgan (Administrative Support)
and Saifa Alkash (Lodge Primary School).

New CAPs at Lyng & Newtown Primary
The CAPs project has seen
two primary schools - Lyng and
Newtown – gain extra space
to accommodate some of the
activities being set up by the
Community Learning Workers,
with self-contained units being
craned in to create fantastic new
community facilities.
Newtown’s new CAP facility was
officially opened in January. Facilities
include a computer suite, meeting room,
function rooms and kitchen which any
residents or community groups can

book for events, activities or meetings.
The new CAP at Lyng Primary School,
offering similar facilities, was officially
opened in March by well-known author
and former Lyng Primary School
teacher, Meg Hutchinson.
Activities at the Lyng CAP already
include a mother and toddler gr oup,
an Early Years group, and Lyng
Tenants Association meetings.
Community Learning Worker, Hannah
Alkash, who’s based at Lyng, said:
“We’ve got so much information about

the different projects in Greets Green,
we can usually signpost people to
courses and services.
“We also try to encourage par ents to
engage in school life, so they don’ t just
drop the children off and go straight
home. There are so many things that
happen here, whether it’s courses,
events or activities. We just need
residents to use the facilities available.”

i

To find out more about booking
facilities at Newtown CAP call
Judith Evans on 07969 918253 or
for Lyng CAP call Hannah Alkash on
07969 918256.
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GET GOING in Greets Green!
What

Where

When

Who to call

MONDAYS
Green Gyms

Caroline Street Allotments / OSCAR /
Krishna Community Forum / CBO High Str eet /
Yemeni Community Association / Sandwell MIND

Call Joe Penfold on
07740 899674

Youth Club Fitness Activities

Guru Nanak Community Centre, Victoria Street

6.00pm-8.00pm

Keep Fit

SWAN, Phoenix Street

10.00am-11.00am Call Sue Morgan on
553 7074

Self Defence

SWAN, Phoenix Street

1.30pm-3.00pm

Call Sue Morgan on
553 7074

Football Clubs

George Salter High School

Monday to Friday
6.00pm-10.00pm

Call Rashmi Patel on
553 4665 ext 267

Over 50s Club

Wood Lane Community Centre

4.00pm-5.00pm

Call 525 2662

Fitness Clubs

YMCA Carters Green

Free Style Karate
6.00pm-7.00pm
Aerobics 6.00pm-7.00pm
Kick Boxing
7.00pm-8.30pm
Circuit Training
7.15pm-8.15pm

Call 524 1950

Men’s Health & Fitness

Guru Nanak Community Centre, Victoria Street

Call 525 6923

6.00pm-8.00pm

Call 525 6923

TUESDAYS
Women’s Health and Fitness

Guru Nanak Community Centre, Victoria Street

6.00pm-8.00pm

Call 525 6923

Extend, Gentle Exercise

Lodge Road Community Centre

10.00am-noon

Call Helen Brock on
612 1645

Active Life Keep Fit Course

George Salter High School

6.00pm-8.00pm

Call Rashmi Patel on
553 4665 ext 267

Healthy Men’s Club

Greets Green Access Centre, Tildasley Street,

11.00am-2.00pm

Call 525 3909

Various Fitness Clubs

YMCA, Carters Green

2.00pm-3.00pm
5.45pm-6.45pm
6.00pm-7.00pm
7.00pm-8.00pm

Call 524 1950

50+ Aerobics
Running Group
Karate (under 11 yrs)
Karate (over 11 yrs)
WEDNESDAYS

Green Gyms

Extend, Gentle Exercise

Caroline Street Allotments / OSCAR /
Krishna Community Forum / CBO, High Str eet /
Yemeni Community Association / Sandwell MIND

Call Joe Penfold on
07740 899674

Great Bridge Community Forum, Whitehall Road
mixed class
men only

10.00am-11.00am Call Karen Tittley on
1.30pm-2.30pm
557 4957

George Salter High School,
Free to Greets Green residents

6.45pm-8.15pm

Call Rashmi Patel on
553 4665 ext 267

Men’s Health and Fitness

Guru Nanak Community Centre, Victoria Street

12.00-2.00pm

Call 525 6923

Karate

Guru Nanak Community Centre, Victoria Street

6.30pm-7.30pm

Call 525 6923

Yoga

Shree Krishna Temple, 81 Old Meeting Street

10.30am-noon

Call Pushpa Patel on
525 6324

Karate

Shree Krishna Temple, 81 Old Meeting Street

6.00pm-7.30pm

Call Pushpa Patel on
525 6324

Extend, Gentle Exercise

YMCA, Carters Green

10.30am-11.30am Call 524 1950

Aerobics

YMCA, Carters Green

6.30pm-7.30pm

Tai Chi

Call 524 1950

This timetable has been produced from information researched by Adel Lewin, Physical Activity Mapping Worker. This
is just a sample of the huge variety of sessions on offer for Greets Green residents. Lots of you are already taking part
in activities but Adel believes many more of you could be joining in the fun too! If you start a new activity or club,
please keep us informed – we could help pr ovide support or funding. Contact Helen Br ock on 612 1645.
12
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What

Where

When

Who to call

THURSDAYS
Extend, Gentle Exercise

Elim Pentecostal Church, Victoria Road

2.00pm-3.00pm

Various Clubs

Guru Nanak
Community Centre,
Victoria Street

9.30am-11.30am
4.00pm-6.00pm
6.00pm-8.00pm
6.00pm-8.00pm
6.00pm-8.00pm

Women’s Health and Fitness
Girls’ Forum
Football
Healthy Living/Active Life
Kung Fu

Call Theresa Francis on
601 6346

Call 525 6923

Extend, Gentle Exercise

SWAN, Phoenix Street

12.00-1.00pm

Call Sue Morgan on
553 7074

Yoga

Shree Krishna Temple, 81 Old Meeting Street

10.30am-noon

Call Pushpa Patel on
525 6324

All Stars Dance Academy

Wood Lane Community Centre

7.00pm-8.30pm

Call 525 2662

Parents and Players Club
for youngsters aged 5-6
accompanied by an adult

George Salter High School

6.00pm-7.00pm

Call Russ Smith
on 07904 588095*

Women’s Access Point Gentle Exercise & Health
Awareness

Greets Green Access Centre, Tildasley Street,
for older adults and younger women

10.00am-2.00pm

Call Afrah Mufilihi on
525 3909

Greets Green Access Centre, Tildasley Street,
activity and keep fit

6.00pm-8.00pm

Call Afrah Mufilihi on
525 3909

Men’s Active Life Course
Various Fitness Clubs

YMCA Carters Green

Yoga
Walking for Health
Freestyle Karate
Karate (under 11yrs)
Karate (over 11yrs)
Beginners Aerobics

11.30am-12.30pm
1.00pm-2.30pm
6.00pm-7.00pm
6.00pm-7.00pm
7.00pm-8.00pm
7.30pm-8.30pm
Call 524 1950

FRIDAYS
Green Gyms

Caroline Street Allotments / OSCAR /
Krishna Community Forum / CBO High Str eet /
Yemeni Community Association / Sandwell MIND

Men’s Health and Fitness

Guru Nanak Community Centre, Victoria Street

Various Fitness Activities

YMCA Carters Green

Football

Call Joe Penfold on
07740 899674
6.00pm-8.00pm

Call 525 6923

Extend
10.00am-noon
Yoga 6.00pm-7.00pm
Ladies’ Aerobics
7.00pm-8.00pm

Call 524 1950

George Salter High School, for young people

6.00pm-8.00pm

Call Ahmed Alkash on
525 3909

SATURDAYS
Women’s Health and Fitness

Guru Nanak Community Centre, Victoria Street

10.00am-noon

Call 525 6923

Gatka

Guru Nanak Community Centre, Victoria Street

Noon-2.00pm

Call 525 6923

Activities for Young People

George Salter High School

11.00am-1.00pm
2.00pm-4.00pm

Call Shaleen Meelu on
07971 389182

1.00pm-3.00pm
11.00am-1.00pm
5.00pm-7.00pm

Call 525 6923

Basketball
Street Dance
SUNDAYS

Various Fitness Activities

Guru Nanak Community Centre, Victoria Street
Martial Arts
Health Screening 1st Sunday of the month
Kung Fu

*The Hat Trick Community Football project holds sessions throughout the week for children and adults. Call Russ
Smith on 07904 588095 for more details.
Please Note: All information was correct at time of going to press. It is recommended that you telephone to confirm
details before attending any of the above activities.
Greets Green Magazine April/May 2006
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GET GOING in Greets Green!

SUMMER OPENING FOR
CHILDREN’S CENTRE
There’ll be lots of activities for families to enjoy with the
opening of the new Children’s Centre in Greets Green.
Building work has already started and
the new Children’s Centre at Ryders
Green Primary School is due to open its
doors this Summer, providing a focal
point for youngsters and their families.
It will include a 48 place day nursery ,
family support, education, and
community health services for families
and the under 5s. Plus, ther e’ll be baby
clinics, stay and play groups for parents
and toddlers, and support for new
mums and for mums-to-be.

Passport to
Change
A Children and Families
Passport to Change has been
launched to encourage more
parents to get involved with
activities in Greets Green.
The ‘passport’ enables participants
to earn points by taking part in
activities like first aid, child home
safety sessions and play groups.
They can also ear n points by
becoming a volunteer or joining the
Children & Families Working Group.
These points can then be added
up to earn rewards.
Jenny Mahimbo, Children & Families
Programme Manager, says: “The
idea is that if families attend some
of the activities in the Childr en &
Families Programme, they can ear n
points which will give them access
to some gifts and concessions.
“It could be a toddler’s pack
including a feeding cup and bib,
a free gym session, a free meal
or a free session of child care.
We’re hoping it will encourage
people to get involved.”

And there’ll be lots of chances for local
people to become volunteers and gain
basic training which could set them on
the path to new opportunities.
Although the Centre will have about
eight staff of its own, Children &
Families Programme Manager,
Jenny Mahimbo, is also keen to
encourage parents to play a vital r ole
in co-ordinating activities. The Children
& Families Working Group needs
Greets Green residents to help
manage projects in the area, including
the new Centre.
Jenny says: “We would desperately like
parents of children aged 0-5 to come
forward and sit on the W orking Group,
which will manage the Centre, look at

Any parents who would like to
get involved in the Children’s
Centre or the Passport to Change
can contact Jenny on 553 6415.
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how various projects in the programme
work together and look to develop new
projects.”

i

For more details, call Jenny on
553 6415.

Q&A YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED...
Health workers in Greets Green answer some of your
questions about eating well and caring for yourself and
your families.
Q I want to provide healthier
meals for my family but find it
difficult to get to the supermarket
and my local shop doesn’t sell
much fresh fruit and veg. Any
advice?
A The Greets Green Food 4 U
Project will be working with a number
of local retailers to give support and
funding to help selected shops supply
good quality fruit and vegetables.
Once the shops are selected we will
let readers know. For information call
Peter Turvey, Food 4 U, Project Worker
on 07814 262055.

Q I’m a 75 year old living in

i
14

Fun days and community events will
also be held at the Centr e, which aims
to be at the heart of Gr eets Green when
it comes to children and families.

Greets Green and care for my
husband who has a chronic illness.
I don’t get out much as I can’t

leave him for long and I’m starting
to be a bit unsteady on my feet.
Is there anyone I can to talk to?

A The Healthier and Safer Older
Age Project works with anyone over
50 living in Greets Green. It focuses on
carers, falls prevention, healthy minds
and general health and well-being.
Home visits can be arranged or you
could attend one of the gr oups, such
as the falls prevention group or the
carers support group.
Older People’s Champion Maggie
Turner could help you find local gr oups
and activities and would also be happy
to accompany you to a gr oup if you
didn’t want to go alone. Please call
Maggie, the Older People’s Champion
on 601 2208.

PARTNERSHIP NEWS Jobs & Enterprise
Albion Business Forum decided to form
a Business Improvement District and it
has already attracted national interest as
it’s one of the first industrial ones. Most
previous BIDs have been retail based.
Hazel Blears, Home Office Minister, has
visited the Forum and links have been
forged with Jon Ladd, Chief Executive
of the British Urban Regeneration
Association, who has been involved
in some of the national pilot schemes.
And as part of the launch pr ocess,
US expert Larry Houstoun visited
Greets Green in February.

Businesses create BID
Local firms in the Albion Road ar ea are making a BID to cr eate
a brighter future – by working together to become a Business
Improvement District.
BIDs can be set up under a new gover nment scheme and enable businesses to pay
extra rates to fund additional improvements in their area. These could include tackling
litter and graffiti, creating extra security through more lighting and CCTV, increasing
parking and transport, and improving open spaces.

Pat Parkes, Jobs & Enterprise Theme
Leader for Greets Green Partnership,
said: “The Albion Road BID consists
of approximately 80 local businesses
who have agreed to pay a levy which
will fund additional services and
improvements over the next five years.
It’s good news for all businesses in the
area and benefits will soon be noticed.”

i

For more information call Pat Parkes
at Greets Green Partnership on
freephone 0800 953 0215.

START SAVING WITH £1 AND GET £5 BONUS!
All Greets Green residents are being given the chance to boost their savings.
Simply take this voucher – along with
two items giving proof of your home
address and £1 – to Sandwell Advice
and Moneylink (SAM) at 382 High Str eet.
Open a savings account with the 6
Towns Credit Union and you’ll get an
extra £5 added to your account! This
special offer is open to the first 4,000
residents who bring the voucher in.
Administrative Officer, Dawn Tennant

said: “As a member of the 6 Towns
Credit Union it is easy to save for a
special event such as a holiday, home
improvements, Christmas or a new car.
You can save as much or as little as
you wish – the choice is yours.”
Once a member (over 18) has
established a savings record they can
apply for a loan (subject to conditions)
at an affordable interest rate of 1% per

month on the outstanding balance
(12.7% APR). There are no set-up fees
or penalties for repaying your loan early.
The Credit Union is owned and run by
its members and you do not need a
bank account to apply.

i

To find out more, call 553 3110.
This offer is on a first come first
served basis – so don’t miss out!

The whole family can apply – which would mean a bonus of £20 for a family of four!

✄

Greets Green Credit Union Voucher
Name:
Address:
Post Code
I would like to open a Gr eets Green Credit Union savings account and take advantage of the £5 bonus.
I understand that I must make at least thr ee saving deposits over a period of thr ee months
from the day of opening the account to qualify for the £5 bonus.
Signed Date
(parent/guardian if under age 16)
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS

AWARDS HAT TRICK
Former George Salter High School pupil Jubada Akhtar
(pictured right) was among the winners fr om Greets
Green Partnership at a prestigious awards ceremony in
February.
Greets Green Partnership earned Commendations for all
three of its entries in the 2006 Best Practice A wards staged
by regeneration organisation, Regen WM.
The awards included Jubada, who was Commended for
her achievements in the Skills Commitment category. Her
dedication has taken her from trainee to highly skilled
administrator at the Partnership. Jubada started aged 16 as
a receptionist and has, since then, spent a year as Acting
Personal Assistant to the Deputy Dir ector. Now, aged 20,
she’s just been appointed Administration Support Of ficer for
three Theme Leaders.
She said: “Being a local resident and seeing the changes in
the Greets Green area is amazing. To be working for the
Partnership while the changes are happening is exciting and
I feel proud to be living and working her e.”
Executive Director of Greets Green Partnership, Ally Allerson
added: “Jubada is a real example of the 'just do it' spirit of
Greets Green.”
The Partnership’s Housing and Jobs & Enterprise teams wer e
also recognised with Commendations. In the 'A V ision for

Transformation' category, the housing partnership formed by
Greets Green Partnership, Sandwell Council, Sandwell Homes
and Urban Living was Commended. David Guy, Housing
Theme Leader, said: “It's encouraging to have not just our
work, but the work of our partners r ecognised.”
In the Roses from the Ashes category, the 'Become' Jobs &
Enterprise initiative was also Commended. Jobs & Enterprise
Theme Leader, Pat Parkes (pictured left below), said: “The
Greets Green you thought you knew has changed and the
employment and business opportunities are changing with it a true sign of regeneration.”

Success for older people’s team
The excellent work of the Healthier and Safer Older
Age Team has also been recognised with a Primary
Care Trust Chrysalis Award for Best Project.
The team, based at Wood Lane Community Centre, was
voted into third place after giving a pr esentation at the 2006
Change for the Better Event.
Terry Chikurunhe, Co-ordinator for Older People, said: “The
event showcased the best projects and our whole team was
short-listed because the PCT appreciated what we’re doing.
We’ve got a good project and were really pleased. It’s always

16

Greets Green Magazine April/May 2006

good to be recognised and it was a great platform to promote
what we’re doing.”
The team includes an occupational therapist, physiotherapist
and social worker and provides a one-stop shop for older
people in Greets Green. A wide range of help can be
accessed ranging from finding a club where you can make
new friends to getting advice on benefits, pr eventing falls
and home adaptations.

i

To find out more about how the team can help, call
601 2208.

Magazine survey results
The magazine team was out and about in December meeting readers at the
Greets Green Christmas Festival and the Neighbourhood Forum Christmas
Get Together.
Readers were full of ideas when we asked for suggestions for futur e articles. Many
people asked for articles on keeping the neighbourhood tidy and the regeneration of
the area. One reader suggested creating a Greets Green Personality of the Year which
we’re looking into.
A big thank you to everyone who took the time to fill in our survey . All your feedback
will be used to shape the Gr eets Green Magazine so that it’s exactly what you want it
to be. And we’ll be continuing to ask for your views on the magazine
at future events.
Everyone who took part in the survey
was entered into a festive prize draw.
Congratulations to Sandra Jones of
Dilliars Walk who won £25 worth of
ASDA shopping vouchers, presented
to her by Brian McKinstrie,
Communications Officer at Greets
Green Partnership.

WATCH
OUT FOR
HOAXERS
Residents in Greets Green are
being urged to be on the lookout
for hoax callers.
Two young men have been knocking
on doors claiming to be fr om “Greets
Green Regeneration” and asking
residents to donate money for local
good causes.
All of the calls took place in the early
evening at the homes of elderly
residents.
The men are nothing to do with
Greets Green Partnership and appear
to be hoaxers.They have been
reported to the Police.

"I'm over the moon,” Sandra said.
“It's not every day I win something,
so it's really nice. I find the Greets
Green magazine really useful because
it tells you what's going on in the
area and what the Partnership is
doing. It's a really good read."

COMPETITION CORNER
Our wordsearch competition in the February/March edition generated a
huge response with entries from residents ranging from six years old to
over 80! Congratulations to Shontelle Fraser, Mrs Stott, Fauzia Jabeen,
Chelsea Wootton and Mrs Beryl Illidge who each won a special Greets
Green Partnership goodie bag.

Greets Green Partnership would like
to remind residents that they would
never send out staff or volunteers
collecting money door to door. All
Partnership staff and any genuine
callers carry identification, which they
are happy to show you.

i

If you have questions or concer ns
about anyone representing
Greets Green Partnership, contact
the Partnership on freephone 0800
953 0215.

All you have to do this issue to be in with a chance of winning, is fill in the cr ossword puzzle below. Send your entries by 31 st
May 2006 to: Magazine Competition, FREEPOST GREETS GREEN P ARTNERSHIP (no stamp required). The first five correct
entries out of the hat will each win a £5.00 voucher .
Across
1. High school on Claypit Lane (6,6)
4. Community Access Points in
short? (4)
7. They’re having bacon butties and
_ _ _ _ _ on page 4 (5)
10. They’re building a Children’s
_ _ _ _ _ on page 14 (5)
11. The _ _ _ _ 4 U project? (4)
12. Jubada opposite has won one
of these? (5)

Down
1. You live in _ _ _ _ _ _ Green (6)
2. Eugene is the new Development
Worker for who on page 8? (5)
3. The Lane where 1 across is? (7)
5. Local firms in _ _ _ _ _ _ Road are
working together on page 15 (6)
6. Children on page 21 have been
working with this project? (8)
8. On page 18 there’s a community
one of these? (4)
9. On page 4 the extra cash boost
is from the Community _ _ _ _ (4)

Name:
Address:

Tel No.

Age:
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS Community Empowerment

Special day
for Pakistani
Community

COMMUNITY HERO

The Pakistani community in Greets
Green enjoyed a fun, yet informative
day in March – and all for fr ee!
The Pakistani Awareness Event was
arranged by Pakistani Women’s
Development Officer, Faiza Mirza and
Pakistani Men’s Development Officer,
Imran Khan at Lodge Community Centr e.
Events in the mor ning were aimed at
women, and in the after noon at men.
There were also plenty of attractions for
children throughout the day, making it a
great family event.
Dedication to duty has ear ned
Andrew Hill, Support Worker at
Lodge Road Community Centre, the
honour of becoming Greets Green
Partnership’s latest Community
Hero.

Faiza said: “The Pakistani community is
often under-represented at events and a
lot of people are missing out on basic
services and facilities. The aim of this
day was to tell local r esidents we’re
here to offer support.”

i

To contact Faiza or Imran, call Gr eets
Green Partnership on freephone
0800 953 0215.
18
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James said: “Andrew’s always helpful
and the place is immaculate. He’s a
great guy. Nothing is too much tr ouble
for him, nothing at all. He’s a one off.
He’s always there if you need any help.
He’s good to everybody and he

FORUM DATES

Local residents were able to find out
about local services from the health
advice stands and displays, as well as
relaxing at the aromatherapy and Indian
head massage sessions, lear ning flower
arranging and enjoying Mendhi.

Andrew’s work at the Centre is diverse
and includes cleaning, banking, setting
up rooms for groups and providing
support for them. His efforts have now
been recognised. Andrew was
nominated for the Community Hero
award by James Badhams who runs
Lodge Road Amateur Boxing Club, a
keep fit club for all ages which meets at
the Centre.

deserves some sort of recognition.”
A delighted Andrew, who has been at
the Centre for 10 years, said: “I do a
variety of things in the building and
every day is different - that’s why I like it.
You meet so many different people and
we try to make it one big happy family .”
Centre Manager, Patricia O’Connor
added: “Basically, Andrew’s my right
hand man. He does all his general
duties and a lot more. He’s a very
caring person, very dependable, and he
loves working with the people who use
the Centre.”

i

If you’d like to nominate someone
you know for the Community Her o
award please call Simon Ware at Greets
Green Partnership on freephone 0800
953 0215.

If you want to get involved in impr oving your community, come along to
your local Neighbourhood Forum meeting. All meetings start at 6.30pm.
Greets Green Neighbourhood Forum
Ryders Green Day Centre, Greets Green Road,
Monday 15th May & Monday 12th June
Oak House Neighbourhood Forum
Wednesday 10th May at Bethel Chur ch, Gads Lane
Wednesday 7th June at Good Shepher d Church, Bromford Lane
Hambletts Neighbourhood Forum
Wood Lane Community Centre, Tuesday 2nd May & Tuesday 6th June
Lodge Neighbourhood Forum
OSCAR, Lodge Road, Monday 8th May & Monday 5th June
West Bromwich Central and Carters Green Neighbourhood Forum
West Bromwich Town Hall, use rear entrance in Lodge Road
Tuesday 9th May & Tuesday 6th June

i

For more information, contact Bob Lloyd at Gr eets Green Partnership
on freephone 0800 953 0215.

PARTNERSHIP NEWS Education & Lifelong Learning

Have a
FIRST EDITION
Quick Read PROVES A HIT
A series of ‘Quick Reads’ ar e now
available for people who struggle
with reading or who have simply
lost the reading habit.
The new campaign for adults was
launched on World Book Day on 2nd
March by Tony Blair. Twelve Quick
Reads have been specially written by
bestselling authors including Ruth
Rendell, John Bird, Maeve Binchy and
Joanna Trollope to make reading not
just a skill, but a habit.
They’re short, accessible and, above all,
great reads. A further 10 Quick Reads
will be published on 18th May, just
before Adult Learners’ Week.
The books, which retail at only £2.99
each, are no longer than 128 pages.
Quick Reads include women’s fiction,
crime, action adventure, humour, selfhelp and football. They’re designed to
appeal to young and old, male and
female readers.
Richard Branson, one of the
Quick Reads authors, said:
“I believe everyone should
live life to the full and have
an open mind. Books can
help you do that. It’s
incredibly exciting to be part
of this project, to make
reading a habit for people
who don’t normally read. I
think it will open new doors
for a lot of people.”

✄

Pupils at George Salter High School have become budding r eporters and
designers through a special newsletter project with professional design and
marketing consultancy, Barbryn Ltd.
Thanks to funding
from Greets Green
Partnership, the Year
10 English group
worked with the team
from Barbryn which
produces the Greets
Green Magazine, to
find out how to create
their own school
newsletter.
During 12 sessions,
the students visited a local printers, met a newspaper jour nalist and news
photographer, and learnt how to carry out interviews, write stories, take their own
photographs and artwork their own newsletter. The result is the first issue of The
Salter Reporter which has now been issued to pupils, par ents and the wider
community. “It was really good to see the students lear ning new skills and actually
putting them into practice to pr oduce an excellent newsletter,” said Deputy Head
Teacher, Paul Clayton.

i

If you’d like a copy of ‘The Salter Reporter’ newsletter contact Paul Clayton at
George Salter High School on 553 4665.

i

Adults wanting information
about free literacy courses
across the country can call
0800 100 900.

Cut out our special
£1 off book voucher
(right) to purchase a
Quick Read for just
£1.99. The books are
on sale in most high
street retailers and
supermarkets.
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greetnews
a round-up of Partnership and Community news

If you have any news get in touch.
Call Barbryn on T: 01564 741847,
E: susan@barbryn.co.uk or the Greets
Green Partnership on T: 0800 953 0215,
E: brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

HONOUR FOR ARTIST
Midlands based artist, Ranbir Kaur
has been awarded the Hind Rattan,
or ‘Jewel of India’, India’s supreme
decoration and honour.
Ranbir Kaur received the award for her
outstanding service, achievements and

Calling all
chefs!
Chefs are being
sought by the Greets
Green ‘Food 4 U’
project to help run cookery
courses for local people.
Project Co-ordinator, Peter Turvey is
looking for trained cooks and chefs
who would like to work on a paid
sessional basis to deliver the
cookery sessions. Full support will
be provided through the ‘Food 4 U’
project.
The aim is for the cookery leaders to
give people taking part in the
sessions a variety of skills to help
them buy, prepare and cook healthier
versions of traditional dishes.
Peter is also keen to hear fr om any
groups in Greets Green who’d like
to apply for funding to set up a
cookery course though the Food
Action Fund.
He says: “The Food Action Fund has
been set up to help local groups
come up with ideas and cr eate
projects that are community led.
“There are many factors that impact
on being able to access, choose or
create healthier eating options. The
Fund is a great opportunity for
groups to come up with pr ojects
which will benefit local people”.

i

If you’re interested in finding out
more about becoming a ‘Food 4
U’ cookery trainer, call Peter on
07814 262055.
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contribution to keeping Indian culture
alive in the UK. For the past 12 years, she
has been developing the crafts activities
of Asian women from different countries
and promoting culture and participation in
Asian crafts in order to encourage greater
cultural understanding.
Ranbir said: “Receiving the Hind Rattan
is a great pleasure. I never imagined
that my work would be r ecognised by
the Indian Government. It is hugely

touching to be recognised for the skills
I have been imparting for the last 16
years in the UK. I am very pr oud.”

Exhibition
Ranbir’s latest exhibition, “Shimmering
Colours of India” is running until 8th May
at Haden Hill House in Halsowen. A
colourful array of textiles will be on
display including Indian cotton threads,
silks, embroidery and hand-made fans.

CRACKING DOWN
Greets Green Neighbourhood Wardens have teamed up with the
Council’s Highway Department to crack down on unlicensed
skips.
When residents hire a skip, the hire company should ask the Council for a permit
if they are being put on Council property such as the pavement or road outside
people’s houses. The Wardens have already
To contact the Wardens,
reported several unlicensed skips to the Council
call 580 4481.
and seen action taken.

i

Celebrating International Women’s Day
More than 100 women enjoyed
plenty of activities when Sandwell
Women’s Agency Network (SWAN)
celebrated International Women’s
Day in March.
Women relaxed with Indian head
massage, makeovers, nail art and
mendhi, as well as taking part in

quizzes, trying out different cultural
foods and enjoying a
clothes demonstration.
“It was a great day
out!” said Elaine
Knowles from SWAN.

i

To find out more about the activities
at SWAN, call 553 7074.

PROGRAMME
TACKLES ABUSE

YOUNGSTERS
LEARN NEW
TRADES

A brand new service is being
offered by Sandwell Women’s
Agency Network (SWAN) through
funding from Greets
Green Partnership.

Pupils at Lodge Primary School wer e
able to have a go at bricklaying as
part of a day highlighting car eers in
the construction industry.
The youngsters were split into four
groups to observe craftsmen carrying
out plastering, painting, bricklaying,
paper-hanging and woodwork. They
all then had the chance to get stuck in and try out each of the trades.
The event was put together in a joint initiative by Sandwell Education Business
Partnership’s WorkWise project which is funded by Gr eets Green Partnership,
Housing Strategy and
Regeneration, and
Sandwell Council’s
Future Skills.
The construction
industry skills taster day
will now be offered to
other primary schools
in Greets Green.

i

To contact WorkWise,
call Fiona Stone on
569 2347.

CENTENARY GEARS UP
Local artist, Pat Ar nett was confronted with her past recently when she
visited Sandwell Central Library to discuss being part of the library’ s
centenary celebrations next year.
Pat painted a number of murals at the library including a series based on The
Canterbury Tales and a picture of John Wesley in the Reference Library. The High
Street library in West Bromwich will be celebrating its 100th birthday in June 2007 and
a whole series of events and pr omotions are planned to coincide with the birthday.
These include appearances by authors Mavis Cheek, Meg Hutchinson and Anne
Widdecombe, local comedian Tommy Mundon and events including a literary quiz,
poetry competition and murder mystery evening.
There will be an official launch of the
Centenary Events Programme on
Wednesday 10th May at the library
from 10.45am to 12.15pm. The Launch
Day programme features a time capsule
launch, a birthday card competition with
local schools, a Borough song with
Sandwell Youth Music, and a talk by
Community History and Archive
Service. Refreshments will be provided
and entry is free – so come along and
be a part of it.

i

For further details, contact Robert
Hazel at the library on 569 4915.

Stop Abuse in
Sandwell Homes
(SASH) is a 32 week
programme being run for
perpetrators of abuse. SWAN is
working with local agencies and the
Police to deliver the programme in
an effort to stop abuse in the Gr eets
Green area. A parallel service,
Phoenix, is already up and running
for the partners of the perpetrators.
“The aim of the programme is to
encourage people to acknowledge
their behaviour and then learn how to
change it,” explained Elaine Knowles
from SWAN. “As a result, the safety
of the women and children, which is
paramount, will be safeguarded.”

i

To find out more, call
SWAN on 553 7074.

Learning
lessons from
Greets Green
A group of MSc students from
Birmingham University took a tour of
Greets Green as part of their course
to become environmental health
officers.
After considering various regeneration
projects they decided that the work in
Greets Green offered the best example
from which to learn. The one day visit
in February gave them an overview of
public and private sector housing
clearances and also the various issues
affecting residents and the work
being done to create
environmental
improvements for
the future.
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Football kicks off

NEWS FROM THE HAT TRICK
COMMUNITY FOOTBALL PROJECT

FOOTBALL KICKS OFF!
The Hat Trick
Community
Football
Project has well
and truly kicked off in
Greets Green.
Young people from
across the area have
been enjoying football
at all levels thanks
to the new project –
from playing in
soccer tournaments
themselves to watching
Premiership matches.

Albion Star Shares
Secrets
Up and coming Albion defender, Curtis Davies went
back to school in February to encourage local
youngsters to get involved with Hat Trick.
Curtis said: "I love to get out and support projects
like this. I know how lucky I am to be where I am,
so getting the chance to perhaps help someone
else to decide that working hard and following
your dream is worthwhile is a great thing."
The project has seen youngsters from George
Salter High School and local primary schools
taking part in match days at West Bromwich
Albion, complete with training and lunch at the
ground, before watching the team play in a
Premiership game.

Girls’ Five A-side Success
A five a-side girls’ tour nament was also held at George Salter
High School in February. The tournament was eventually won by
Newtown Primary School, whose team took the title without losing a game.
The girls played excellent football under the guidance of teacher , Damien Lowes.
Ryders Green Primary School fought off a late
challenge from Holy Trinity to finish second.
The Football Association’s Girls’ Development
Officer for the Black Country, Laura Milburn, was in
the crowd and was very complimentary about the
girls’ ability. Another tournament is planned soon
–watch this space!
Russel Smith, Hat Trick Football Development
Officer for Greets Green, who is based with West
Bromwich Albion’s Community Programme, says:
‘It’s a great project because it doesn’t just focus on
youngsters, or just on boys. Making the most of
your interest in football - playing, training, eating
right and keeping active - is for everyone.”
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Lyng Falcons Win
the Cup
Lyng Falcons U14s have been celebrating their
successes on the pitch, which have included
winning the Bilston League Cup.
The team, which won the final against Penn 3-2,
trains at Lyng pitches in Greets Green under Elvis
Bogle and Mark Garraty, who give up their free
time to manage the team. They are assisted by
former Aston Villa defender, Bryan Small, who
coaches the team at their Saturday training sessions.
Elvis said: “It gives me enormous satisfaction knowing
the boys are focusing their energy on football. I’ve seen so many youngsters
waste their abilities as youths. It’s a very positive step and I enjoy
putting something back into the Greets Green community.”
Lyng Falcons are currently receiving help and advice
from Greets Green Football Development Worker,
Russel Smith through the Hat Trick project. If you
would like to join the team or find out more, call
07952 530051.

Coaching advice from Bryan Small

The Hat Trick
Community
Football Project
is open to adults
too. If you’d like
to get involved
call Russ Smith
for more details
on 08700 662 840

The Management - Mark Garraty and Elvis Bogle

First Step to Coaching

(local rate) or
07904 588095.

Half a dozen young footballers fr om the Pakistani community
in Greets Green have taken their first step towar ds gaining coaching
qualifications.
The coaching taster sessions were
organised in a joint initiative by
Pakistani Men’s Development Worker,
Imran Khan and Russel Smith from
the Hat Trick Community Football
Project. They offer a basic insight into
coaching and lead to an FA accredited
Junior Football Organiser Award.
Those taking part were all aged
between 16 and 18 and usually play
at Lodge Road Community Centre.
Having gained this coaching award,
the footballers can go on to do a
further course which can then lead
to football coaching work.
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