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greetnews
a round-up of Partnership and Community news

If you have any news get in touch. 
Call Barbryn on T: 01564 741847, 
E: susan@barbryn.co.uk or the Greets
Green Partnership on T: 0800 953 0215, 
E: brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

SPONSOR NAOMI
Civil Servant, Naomi Greenhalgh from Oak Road, is looking for sponsorship
for a charity China Trek.

In October, she’ll be joining 50 people from across
the UK, to trek across the Great China Wall for
SCOPE, the charity for people with cerebral palsy.

Naomi says: "I have a lot of hard work to do
before then, keeping to a fitness programme and

reaching the £2,500 target
for SCOPE. With the

money raised, the
charity can help

support
children and
adults with cerebral palsy and their families and
ensure that they have a better quality of life. 
I used to work at the local pub, The Yew Tree
in Albion Road and they have offered to
support me. I hope that other members of the
local community can recognise my efforts and
help me reach my target by sponsoring me."

i You can sponsor Naomi by visiting her 
website www.justgiving.com/go4itomi and 

click on ‘sponsor me now’ or contact her direct on
01902 329033.

WINNING
EXPLORER!
A local youngster’s eye-catching
design will be featured on the
Greets Green library card as part of
the ‘Library Explorers’ project.

Pupils in years 3 and 4 at local primary
schools took part in the Greets Green
‘Library Explorers’ design competition
and Natalie Dell from Class 3J at Guns
Village Primary School was chosen as
the winner.

A professional designer will make her
drawing into the library card and designs
from other youngsters will be used in the
pages of a special ‘Filofax’ style library
pack which will accompany the card.

All designs are being displayed at
Sandwell Central Library in West
Bromwich and participating schools are
being invited to visit the exhibition and
choose £500 of books for their own
school library.

"The aim of the Greets Green
‘Library Explorers’ project is
to introduce local families
to a whole range of
learning, development
and recreational
opportunities through
their children’s
membership of their local
library," explained Roger
Cunningham, Greets
Green Partnership’s
Education 
Theme Leader.

REACH 
A NEW HORIZON

New Horizons Fellowship for the Disabled is
inviting local people to join the group.

Any disabled or older people can come along to
Stoney Lane Day Centre on a Friday night from
6.30-9pm and enjoy a get together with bingo

and plenty of socialising.

i If you’d like to find out more, 
call Jim Pearce on 532 7182.

Jeff Rooker, Minister for Regeneration and
Regional Development, pictured with Sandra
Spence of Black Country Housing &
Community Services Group, officially opened
Sandwell Advice & Moneylink (SAM) in
January in a bid to help reduce the number
of people who end up in the hands of
unscrupulous loan sharks. 

Black Country Housing & Community Services
Group has been instrumental in the development
of SAM, which will initially serve customers in
the Greets Green area.  It is also supported
by Greets Green Partnership, Sandwell
MBC, Accord Housing Association and
Mercian Housing Association.

Affordable loans will be offered to local residents from SAM's shop-front premises at 382
High Street - along with a range of financial support services.  The products and services
provided are specifically for those in the community who are unable to access finance
through mainstream lenders such as high street banks and building societies. 

i To find out more call in to SAM at 382 High Street, or call Tony Wood or Fiona Middleton
on 553 3110.

MINISTER LAUNCHES
COMMUNITY BANK



Established in 1927, the Male Voice Choir was originally
made up of workers at Kenrick & Jefferson. After taking
a break during the War, the Choir reformed and has
been going strong ever since. It now has around 20
members and has only ever had four conductors
since 1927! The current Conductor and Musical
Director is Jim Walker who has been leading the
Choir for the past 28 years.

"The Choir is very informal and anyone is welcome to
come along to one of our practice evenings to see if
they are interested in joining," says member, Ivor Wright.
"We’re also on the look out for a new pianist to accompany
the Choir."

The Choir rehearses every Thursday from 7.45-9.30pm at the
United Reformed Church on Cronehills Linkway. Plus, the Choir
is keen to give performances for local community groups,
churches, fundraising activities or at local weddings.

i To find out about joining or to request a
performance, call Ivor Wright on 525 3879.
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Share your skills
People of all ages have been trading
their skills in Greets Green.

The Time to Trade Timebank, funded by
Greets Green Partnership and Tipton &
Oldbury PCT, offers a means of
reciprocal volunteering. Members earn
credits each time they volunteer to
undertake a project for someone and
can redeem their credits by getting
people to do jobs for them.

"It’s a great way of generating
community spirit and rewarding people
for the work they’re doing within the
Greets Green community," explained
Project Manager Dan Grainger. "Projects
range from decorating and gardening to
shopping and providing advice."

Kewal Kaur Vijay has just enjoyed having
her home decorated by Timebank
volunteers.

i If you’d like to get
involved, call Dan

Grainger on 553 3110 or
pop in to see him at 382
High Street (SAM offices).

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED FOR
CAB
Greets Green Citizens Advice
Bureau is looking for volunteers 
to help with a project aimed at
increasing household incomes. 
The project will offer benefit and
money advice and increase access
to quality jobs.

Local residents are required to train 
in advice work and administration,
providing valuable skills for
employment. Full training will be
provided and will last approximately
three months based on a minimum 
of six hours per week. The training 
will lead to a qualification in advice
work. Travel expenses are paid.

The majority of paid staff within the
CAB service are former volunteers 
and this training has also led to
employment opportunities within 
local authorities and other statutory
and voluntary organisations.

i To discuss this further
or for an information

pack, contact either
Rupinder on 580 2783
or David on 569 2999.

WARDENS’
PARTY
PRESENTS
Neighbourhood Wardens helped
children get into the festive spirit 
by donating a sack full of toys 
to Sandwell Women’s Agency
Network (SWAN)’s Christmas party.

Father Christmas was guest of honour
at the party, distributing the presents
which the Wardens had collected.

Senior Warden, Neil Woodfield,
said: "We collected a number of new
toys over a few months and wanted to
donate them to children in Greets Green
who deserve a real Christmas treat."

Pictured: (front) Sue Morgan and Elaine
Knowles from SWAN with Senior
Warden, Neil Woodfield and (back)
Sulaiman Uddin, Karen Judge and
Naseem Ahmed.

NEW VOICES
WANTED
The K&J Male Voice Choir is on the look
out for new singers – plus a new pianist!

Charitable 
works

Walton Walker Lodge has been busy 
undertaking a host of charitable work 

throughout Greets Green recently.

The Masonic Lodge handed out presents at 
Sandwell General Hospital in the run up to Christmas

and has also contributed to the Tsunami disaster
appeal and worked with local schools.

i For more information, contact 
Alan Siddall, Secretary to the 

Lodge on 553 2106.

RAFFLE 
APPEAL

Swan Village Goldies are appealling
for prizes for their regular

fundraising raffles. 
If  you can help please contact

Katherine Hewitt on 
0800 953 0215.
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MEET THE TEAM
EIGHT NEW SESSIONAL WORKERS
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